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‘THE ARMY. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S 
OFFICE. 

{General Orders No. 73, (issued December 12, 1871.) 

Tue Secretary of War is pained to announce to the 
Army that intelligence has reached the Department of 
the decease at Nice, France, on or about October 26, 
1871, of Brigadier-General Robert Anderson, major-gen- 
eral by brevet, of Fort Sumter memory. 

The country has not yet forgotten the excitement pro- 
duced by his famous dispatch to the Secretary of War, 
dated steamship Baltie, off Sandy Hook, April 18, 1861, 
as follows: 





‘ . ° Having defended Fort Sumter for 
thirty-four hours, until the quarters were entirely burn- 
ed, the main gates destroyed by fire, the gorge walls se- 
riously injured, the magazine surrounded by flames and 
its door closed from the effects of heat— ‘ ‘ a 
1 marched out of the fort Sunday afternoon, the 14th 
instant, with colors flying and drums beating, bringing 
away company and private property, and saluting my 
flag with fifty guns. ROBERT ANDERSON, 

Major First Artillery, commanding. 

An artillery officer of forty-five years’ experience, va- 
ried by frequent service on the staff from his graduation 
at the Military Academy in 1825, aud a native of Ken- 
tucky, Anderson had been selected by the Government as 
the man whose calm judgment and universal popularity 
would be most likely, if it were possible, to avert the 
calamity of a conflict in the region where an outbreak 
appeared to be most imminent. That the result was not 
favorable was no fault of his. On the 14th of April, 
1865, exactly four years after his surrender, he had the 
satisfaction, by appointment of the Government, of again 
hoisting the identical flag, which meantime had never 
left his custody, over the same Fort Sumter, then re- 
duced to a heap of ruins. 

With the full rank of Brigadier-General of the Regu- 
lar Army, Anderson was soon after sent to his native 
State, Kentucky, to assist in organizing and directing 
the Union element there. He remained upon that duty 
but a short time, being obliged by shattered health to 
seek relief from the exciting scenes in which he had 
been so prominent an actor. He was, at his own request, 
placed on the retired list in October, 1863, but, until the 
disqualifying act of 1870, was retained on such duty as 
he could perform. For the past few months he had been 
travelling in Europe in the vain pursuit of renewed 
health, gradually failing in strength until his decease in 
a foreign land. His military record shows long and act- 
ive service—in the Black Hawk and Florida Indian wars; 
in the Mexican war, during which he was severely 
wounded at Molino del Rey—besides his more recent 
and therefore better remembered connection with the 
late civil war. 

His remains have ‘been placed on board the United 
States ship-of-war Guerriere for transportation to the 
United States. On their arrival proper orders will be is- 
sued to do them honor. 

By order of the Secretary of War : 

E. D. TownsEND, Adjutant-General. 


General Orders No. 74, (issued December 13, 1871.) 


1. Hereafter boxes of ordnance stores sent from posts 
or troops in the field to arsenals will be sealed before 
shipment, and each quartermaster shipping such stores 
will satisfy himself that the seals on the packages are 
unbroken; or if the seals should be broken and any 
stores lost, he will cause the value of the lost stores to 
be charged to the transporter. 

2. All boxes issued from arsenals are already required 
to be sealed, by Circular No. 7, April 30, 1868, from the 
Ordnance Office, which provides that “after packing 
arms or other ordnance supplies for issue, the lids of 
packing boxes, before they are delivered for transporta- 
tion, will be secured by screws, at least two of which 
will be sealed with wax and stamped with an official 
seal.” 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TownsEnD, Adjutant-General. 





ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 
Issued from the <Adjutant-General’s Office for the week ending 
December 18, 1871. 
Tuesday, December 12. 


Tue extension of leave of absence granted Second 
Lieutenant F. L. Shoemaker, Fourth Cavalry, in Special 
Orders No. 400, October 12, 1871, from this office, is 
hereby still further extended thirty days. 

The extension of leave of absence granted First Lieu- 
tenant Orsemus B. Boyd, Eighth Cavalry, in Special Or- 
ders No. 93, November 21, 1871, from headquarters Mili- 
tary Division of the Missouri, is hereby further extended 
four months. 

Commutation of subsistence at seventy-five cents per 
day will be paid to Corporal Charles McGongal, Com- 
pany K, Twentieth Infantry, now in this city awaiting 
the action of the civil authorities in 4 case in which he 
is a witness. This order to take effect from December 
4, and to continue in force to include December 16, 1871. 

Special Orders No. 440, paragraph 6, of November 10, 
1871, from this office directing that Hospital Steward 
Henry Krueger, U. S. Army, report in person to the 
commanding officer Fort Washington, Maryland, for 
duty at that post, is hereby so far amended as to permit 
him to delay ten days en route. 





Wednesday, December 13. 


Major George Bell, commissary of subsistence, is here- 
by detailed as a member of the board of officers convened 
by paragraph 2, Special Orders No. 455, November 27, 
1871, from this office, vice First Lieutenant Thomas H. 
Bradley, Twenty-first Infantry, relieved. 

The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish Philip 
Stevens, formerly private of Battery F, Third Artillery, 
with transportation from Georgetown, Brown county, 
Ohio, to this city, to enable him to enter the Soldiers’ 
Home, the cost of which will be refunded to the Quar- 
termaster’s Department by the treasurer of the Soldiers’ 
Home, District of Columbia. 


Thursday, December 14. 


Private Heinrich Shoneberg, Company K, Fourteenth 
Infantry, now with his command, is hereby transferred 
to Company C, Fifth Cavalry, which command he will 
proceed to join. 

Private Christian Otteman, Company C, Fifth Cavalry, 
now with his command, is hereby transferred to Com- 
pany K, Fourteenth Infantry, which command he will 
proceed to join. 

Second Class Private William Kelly, Ordnance De- 
tachment U. 8S. Army, now at Rock Island Arsenal, Illi- 
nois, will be dishonorably discharged the service of the 
United States uyon the receipt of this order at the place 
where he may be serving. 

The extension of leave of aasence granted Captain F. 
W. Coleman, Fifteenth Infantry, in Special Orders No. 
418, October 24, 1871, from this office, is hereby further 
extended sixty days. 

Leave of absence for six months on surgeon’s certifi- 
cate of disability is hereby granted Colonel Samuel W. 
Crawford, Second Infantry. 

Friday, December 15. 

The leave of absence granted First Lieutenant Samuel 
M. Swigert, Second Cavalry, in Special Orders No. 203, 
November 13, 1871, from headquarters Department of 
the Platte, is hereby extended sixty days. 

The leave of absence granted Second Lieutenant C. C. 
Cusick, Twenty-second Infantry, in Special Orders No. 
219, September 30, 1871, from headquarters Department 
of Dakota, is hereby extended five months. 

Hospital Steward Edmond Walsh, U. 8. Army, now at 
Whetstone Agency, Dakota Territory, will report in per- 
son without delay to the commanding general Depart- 
ment of Texas for assignment to duty in that depart- 
ment. The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish 
the necessary transportation. Commutation of subsist- 
ence at the usual rates wiil be furnished while en 
route. 

So much of the unexecuted portion of the sentence of 
a General Court-martial, promulgated in General Orders 
No. 60, of September 13, 1871, from headquarters De- 
partment of the Platte, as directs that Private Samuel 
5. Woodruffe, Company I, Fourteenth Infantry, now in 
confinement with his command, “be confined at hard 
labor in charge of the guard for the period of two years, 
wearing a twelve-pound ball attached to one of his legs 
by a chain six feet long, and to have his head shaved,” is 
hereby remitied. The remainder of sentence relative to 
forfeiture of pay and allowances to become due, dishon- 
orable discharge, and drumming out of service, will be 
carried into effect upon the receipt of this order at the 
place where he may be confined. 

Private William T. O. Bruff, General Service U. 8. 
Army, now with Signal Service Detachmen: U. 8S. Army, 
at Fort Whipple, Virginia, will be discharged the service 
of the United States upon the receipt of this order at 
the place where he may be serving. 

Leave of absence for one year on surgeon’s certificate 
of disability, with permission to go beyond sea, is hereby 
granted Colonel Galusha Pennypacker, Sixteenth Infan- 
try. 

Saturday, December 16. 

Superintendent Martin Schmidt (recently appointed) 
will proceed without delay to Brownsville, Texas, and 
assume charge of the national cemetery at that place. 
The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish the neces- 
sary transportation. 

The leave of absence granted Second Lieutenant Wil- 
liam Davis, Jr., Tenth Cavalry, in Special Orders No. 
198, November 1, 1871, from headquarters Department 
of the Missouri, is hereby extended sixty days. 

Quartermaster Sergeant H. A. Richardson, Fifth Cav- 
alry, now with his command, is hereby transferred to the 
General Service Detachment headquarters Department 
of the Gulf, and will report in person without delay to 
the commanding officer of that department for duty as 
messenger. The Quartermasters Department will fur- 
nish the necessary transportation. Commutation of sub- 
sistence at the usual rates will be furnished while en 
a if it is impracticable to provide subsistence in 
kind. 

Unattached Recruit Henry A. Joy, Fourteenth Infan- 
try, now at Omaha Barracks, Nebraska, is hereby trans- 
ferred to the Second Cavalry. 

By direction of the President, Private Allen M. 
Parker, Company D, Eighth Infantry, now with his com- 
mand, will be discharged the service of the United 
States upon the receipt of this order at the place where 
he may be serving. This man is jnot entitled to travel 


pay. 
Monday, December 18. 

By direction of the President, and in accordance with 
section 26. of the act of July 28, 1866, First Lieutenant 
Samuel M. Swigert, Second Cavalry, is hereby detailed 
as professor of military science and tactics at the Ken- 
tucky University, Lexington, Ky., and will report ac- 
cordingly. 





The leave of absence on surgeon’s certificate of disabil- 
ity granted Captain Thomas L. Brent, Third Cavalry, in 
Special Orders No. 77, October 20, 1871, from headquar- 
— Department of Arizona, is hereby extended sixty 

ays. 

Corporal Charles McGongal, Company K, Twentieth 
Infantry, having performed the duties assigned him in 
accordance with Special Orders No. 194, paragraph 2, 
August 26, 1871, from headquarters Department of Da- 
kota, will return to his station at Fort Pembina, Dakota 
Territory, with permission to delay twenty days en 
route. The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish 
the necessary transportation. Commutation of subsist- 
ence at the usual rates will be furnished while en route 
(not including the twenty days he is permitted to de- 
la 


). 

, ae of absence until January 1, 1872, is hereby 
granted Brigadier-General Benjamin W. Brice, paymas- 
ter-general. 

At his own request, and by direction of the President, 
Brigadier-General Benjamin W. Brice, capes 0 
ral is retired from active service, and his name be 
entered on the list of retired officers of the grade to 
which he now belongs, in accordance with section 12, 
act of July 17, 1862, to take effect January 1, 1872. 

At his own request, and by direction of the President, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hiram Leonard, deputy paymaster- 
general, is retired from active service, and his name will 
be entered on the list of retired efficers of the grade to 
which he now belongs, in accordance with section 12, of 
the act of July 17, 1862, to take effect January 1, 1872. 

By direction of the President, Major Benjamin Alvord, 

aymaster, is hereby assigned to duty in charge of the 
Povciester@enasite Department, until further orders. 
He will at once take charge of the Paymaster-General’s 
office in this city. 

Private Denis 8. Bunch, Battery I, Third Artillery, 

now in post hospital, Charleston, South Carolina, will be 
discharged the service of the United States, on account 
of insanity, upon the receipt of this order at the place 
where he may be serving. 
On the recommendation of the regimental commander 
the following transfers in the First Artillery are hereby 
announced: First Lieutenant J. L. Rathbone, from Bat- 
tery E to Battery M; First Lieutenant T. H. B. Counsel- 
man, from Battery M to Battery E. Lieutenant Coun- 
selman will join his proper station without delay. 


CHANGES OF STATIONS. 
Tue following is alist of the changes of stations of troops re- 
ported at the War Department since last report: 
Company K, Second Cavalry, from Omaha Barracks, Neb., to 
Fort McPherson, Neb., November 13. 
Company D, Seventh Cavalry, from Yorkville, 8. C., to Chester, 
8. C., November 25, 


PAYMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE. 
Annual report of the Paymaster-General, daved Oct. 9,1871. 
The Honorable the Secretary of War. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit my annual report of 
the transactions of the Pay Department of the Army for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1871. 

Tabular statements accompanying show in detail the 
fiscal operations of the Department for that year, sum- 
marily stated as follows: 


Balance on hand at the beginning of the fiscal year, 

Glee DUN cccsnsssaccocinescissacnn sonia soos. $ 3,379,683 41 
Received during the fiscal year from the Treasury.. 17,738, 00 
Received from other sources........++ ARE sees «161,552 95 

Tete cccscbessnsen ppentesees ose socccecereses $21,279,286 36 
Disbursed to the Army, including the 

Militayy Academy........+sescoesess $15,830,901 43 
Disbursed to Volunteers (back pay and 

bounty)..... deccses Geoncees enete eo» 2,683,172 44 

Total disbursements... .+2..e00- -$18,514,073 87 ws 
Refunded to hiv ay 5 4 Shocebeeee erccece 60,938 63 ® 
Balance in hands of Paymasters to be 


accounted for in next report......ee2 2,704,223 86 


ne RO EPT OS MAAR e Ay © sociodbenonibecs oat $21,279,236 36 


RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS ON ACCOUNT OF RECONSTRUCTION 
FUND FOR FISCAL YEAR EXDING JUNE 30, 1871. 


Balance in hands of Paymasters, June 30, 1870..... eos $277,818 21 
Received from sundry SOULCES....-...seccscecsesscsecs 110 00 
Total... ..cccrssccccccccccce eee eererererereeerres $277,928 21 
Accounted ior as follows: 
Expenses of Reconstruction paid.......-.. $155,990 58 
Internal revenue tax....seccccrscccccccess 2,190 26 
Total disbursements..,....ssecessoee 158,180 84 
Refunded to Treasury........ ooespoccccoece 119,018 85 


Balance in hands of Paymasters June 30, 


UBT Lic cccccevvcccccccsccseecccceteeercecce 728 &3 > 
DUG iio cc dek ec pkomensendan eee 


The Army has been fully paid, and all other require- 
ments of the De ent have been faithfully executed. 
The number (sixty) of paymasters allowed by the law 
of July 28, 1866, is now reduced by casualties to fifty- 
one. Though the strength of the Army has, in pursu- 
ance of law, been materially reduced during the past 
year, that circumstance does not admit of a proportional 
reduction of the number of paymasters, because there 
is not yet, nor is it probable there will be, a material 
diminution of the number of posts. As 
in my last annual report, it isthe multitude of 
widely-scattered small detachments covering the face of 
the continent, largely in the unsettled Indian di 
that creates the necessity for sq large a force of pay- 
masters and gives unceasing em t on the frontier 
to the greater portion of them. 
The receipts and disbursements on account of Recon- 
struction during the fiscal year are exhibited summarily 
in the statement at the inning of this The 





officers of this Department continued to make the dis- 
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bursements until all the States were admitted to repre- 
sentation in Congress, and all the approved claims pre- 
sented had been paid, when the unexpended balances of 
the appropriation remaining were refunded to the 
--Treasury, remitting to the accounting officers the ad- 
are ig of any possible claims in that behalf yet un- 
settled. 
It becomes my duty to suggest, as of eminent im- 
nce to the service and to the pee that Congress 
asked to authorize the issue and direct the payment 
in all cases of duplicate checks to supply lost original 
checks, issued upon satisfactory proof of such loss and 
under regulations to be prescribed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury. Such issue of duplicate checks by pay- 
masters is now virtually prohibited except in a single 
class of cases, namely, those in payment of additional 
bounties. That virtual prohibition results from the con- 
struction of the Treasury Department, announced in a 
circular of the Second Comptroller, dated May 15, 1871, 
which I here quote entire that the subject may be the 
better understood : 
6m: In the act entitled, ‘‘An Act to facilitate the pryment of 
foldiers’ Bounties under act of 1866, approved March 19, 1868,” it 
is provided (sec. 3), That the assistant treasurers of the United 
States in the cities of Vew York and San Francisco be, and they 
are hereby directed to pay duplicate checks for bounties granted 
under the said act upon notice and proof of the loss of the original 
check or checks” under such regulations as the Secretary 0: 
Treasury may direct. 
On the 15th of May, 1868, the Secretary issued instructions 
regulating the issue and payment of duplicates of checks issued in 
oper of bounty under the act of July 28, 1866,as provided in 


Tt will be observed tiat the above act and instructions apply only 
to checks issued in payment of Additional Bounty ; but as the plan 
adopted was considered to te a safe one so far as the Government is 
concerned, and in many cases a great con\enienee to claimants, it 
has been extended to cases of lost checks other than those issued in 
p+ yment of said bounty. 

At the last session of Congress a bill was introduced providing a 
general system for the issue and payment of duplicates of lost 
checks drawn by disbursing officers of the Uni States, under 
- — and regulations as should be prescribed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

This bill Congress declined to in the fi prese but 
modified ‘it 20 as to apply only to clneke ieoned io pee moe pe 
sions where the amounts do not exceed five hundred dollars. 

As this matter has been brought to the attention of Congress, 
and as they have refused to quthesias the issue and payment of 
duplicates of lost checks except in cases where the originals were 
issued in paymerft of additional bounty or ions, this office 
will conform to what appears to be the legislative intent, and will 
hereatter decline to approve any duplicate check, except for ad- 
ditional bounty and pensions as penta authorized by law. 

Now inasmuch as paymasters in the exeoution of their 
duties are called upon to issue checks for various other 
= than additional bounties, indeed are required 

y law to make all their payments by means of checks 
or drafts so far as the circumstances will permit that 
mode of pea all such issues are equally with bounty 
checks of importance to the public service and entitled 
to the like protection. 

Of these general checks are thuse transmitted to dis- 
charged soldiers, and the heirs of deceased soldiers, in 
payment of Treasury certificates, issued for back-pay 
and ordinary bounties (not the additional under law of 
July 28, 1866). Also, those issued in large numbers to 
officers and soldiers in the field and at remote stations 
for remittance to their families and friends, where no 
other possible means of remitting money is available to 
them except the very hazardous one of committing to 
the mails money in kind, which will rarely be ventured. 

In the commercial world, checks, drafts or bills pay- 
able to order are considered absolutely the safe form of 
making remittances of money, because if lost in their 
transit, a practicable process is always available for their 
renewal or duplication. What consideration of policy 
or of the public interest should make the Government 
draft a less safe or convenient medium of remittance is 
not comprehended. Respectfully submitted, 

. W. Brice, Paymaster-General U. S. Army. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI. 


Lieutenant-General P. H. Sheridan : Headquarters, Chi- 
cago, Lil. 
DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA. 

Major-General W. S. Hancock: Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn. 

Second Cavairy.—First Lieutenant Samuel H. Surgert, 

1 has been granted an extention and detailed as Professor 
of Military Science and Tactics at the Kentucky Univer- 
sity, Lexington, Ky. (S.0., A. G. 0.) 

Twentieth Infantry.—First Lieutenant Alexander 
Wishart was tried at Fort Abercrombie, D. T., before a 
court-martial, of which Colonel L. C. Hunt was presi- 
dent, on the charge of “ conduct to the prejudice of good 
order and military discipline,” the specification alleging 
tat, while en route from Fort Wadsworth, D. T., to 
Fort Ransom, D. T., August 19, 1871, he drove a public 
mule-team and horse sixty-five miles in one day, to their 
injury. The court found the main facts as alleged, but 
acquitted the accused of the charge. To this finding 
Major-General Hancock, commanding the Department, 
objected, and returned the proceedings. The court hav- 
ing determined to adhere to its findings and acquittal, 
in passing upon the decision General Hancock says: 

It only remains for the Major-General commanding to e 
his deexied dissent from the opinion, as thus expressed, that the 
rate of travel was a proper one. In common with the court, he has 
failed to discover anything ia the eviaence tending to show that in 
this case there was any necessity for any unusual haste. The opin- 
jon of this court must not be construed as a justification of similar 
a i py the inference be drawn 
that the findings of other courts, in like cases, will be made to con- 
form to those in the case under consideration. It 1s highly improb- 
able that any other court would adopt the same views, cm | it would 
therefore be an unsafe pr mt to look to for protection against 
responsibility for over-driving public animals, and an equally un- 
safej impression to receive act upon that sixty-one miles in 
tweive and abalf hours is a proper rate of speed, under ordinary 
tances, for a spring wagon drawn by mules. Whenever, 
in future, it may be brovght to the attention of the commanding 

1 that officers entrusted with the charge of spring wagons 
and their teams, have, without good reason therefor, driven them 
suffered them tobe driven, ata greater rate of than is 
and proper under ordinary circumstances, this be consid- 
= _ = t when a T= officers are by bape care- 

ul o ic interests in cular. i 
and public animale which have boon thue missed will withdsewe 
findings and acquittal in 

disa) ved. Lieute i i 

A mapares Pe my mant Wishart will be released 


° 
. 


First Lieutenant Rodney M. Taylor was tried before 
the same court on the same charge, the specification 
alleging overdriving and neglect of Government animals 
while travelling on leave of absence with Government 
transportation, he having driven four mules with a 
spring wagon from Fort Fetter to Fort Abercrombie, 168 
miles, in less than three days, and also that he retained 
the team for a further journey of seventy miles without 
authority or necessity. The accused was also tried 
under this last accusation on the charge of “ violation 
of paregraph 1,017, Revised Army Regulations, 1863, to 
the prejudice of good order and military discipline.” 
He was found guilty of all the charges and specifications, 
and sentenced “to forfeit to the United States fifty dol- 
lars of his pay, and to be reprimanded in orders by the 
commanding general of the Department.” Major-Gen- 
eral Hancock in passing upon the finding says : 

Without dwelling upon omissions of minor importance, it is 
only necessary to call attention to the fact that the prosecution en- 
tire gaapeces to introduce any testimony to show that Lieuten- 
ant Taylor was on leave of absence, and consequently not travelling 
under orders, and that he was furnished with transportation from 
Fort Totten to Fort Abercrombie only, and not to Morris, Minn. 
Therefore it is not duly established that the accused retained and 
made — use of said transportation from Fort Abercrombie, D. 
T., to Morris, Minn., ‘‘ without any authority, and in violation of 
the regulations of the service,” as he is charged with doing. It is 
also, to say the least, a matter of very serious doubt whether the 


y 
the | fact that this transportation was Government property can fairly be 


inferred from any of the evidence before the court. Certainly no 


testimony was introduced to prove the fact. In view of these omis- 
tions—which could nothave occurred had the judge-advocate ot the 
court —- attention to the prosecution of the case—the 
pr TS ings, and sentence are ae. Lieutenant 
Laylor wi released from arrest and restored to duty. 

The General Court-martial convened at Fort Aber- 


crombio, D. T., was dissolved December 4. 


Twenty-second yoy Phere of absence for thirty 
days was granted First Lieutenant N. D. Badger, De- 
cember 12. An extension of five months(S. O., A. G. O.,) 
has been added to the leave of absence granted Second 
Lieutenant C. C. Cusick. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 
Brigadier-General John Pope: Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth. 
Sixth Cavalry.—In conformity with Special Orders 

No. 218, from headquarters Department of the Missouri, 
current series, Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas H. Neill as- 
sumed command of the post of Fort Riley December 17. 


Kighth Cavalry.—Leave of absence for twenty days 
was granted Captain William McCleave December 11. 


Third Infantry.—Leave of absence for thirty days, 
with permission to apply for an extension of thirty days, 
was granted Colonel De L. Floyd Jones, by orders from 
headquarters Department of the Missouri, December 11. 


Fifth Infantry—The leave of absence granted First 
Lieutenant Frank D. Baldwin, from headquarters Fort 
Harker, Kansas, was extended three days by orders from 
headquarters Department of the Missouri, December 11. 


Sixth Infantry.—Leave of absence for twenty days, to 
take effect December 18, was granted First Lieutenant 
Charles G. Penny December 11. 

Eighth Infantry—Leave of absence from the 22d day 
of December, 1871, to the 14th day of January, 1872, 
was granted Captain Alfred T. Smith December 11. 

The leave of absence granted First Lieutenant Ores- 
mus B. Boyd has been extended four months. (S.0O., A. 
G. 0.) Acting Assistant-Surgeon D. S. Snively, U. S. 
Army, was relieved from duty at Fort Harker, Kansas, 
December 12, and ordered to Chicago, Illinois, for as- 
signment to duty with the Eighth Infantry. 

General Court-martial Orders No. 28, War Depart- 
ment, Adjutant-General’s Office, Washington, December 
14, 1871, announces that before a General Court-mar- 
tial which convened at New York city, October 18, 1871, 
of which Major John D. Wilkins, Eighth Cavalry, is 

resident, First Lieutenant Gordon Winslow, Bighth 

nfantry, was arraigned, tried, and found guilty on the 
charge of “conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentle- 
man, in violation of the 83d Article of War,” and of 
two of the specifications under the charge, which al- 
ledged that the accused, having secured a mitigation of 
the penalty incurred by drunkenness by voluntarily 
taking an oath to abstain in future, did violate that 
oath. The court sentenced him “to be dismissed the 
service.” The proceedings, findipgs, and sentence are 
approved, but on the recommendation of the Judge- 
Advocate-General that the sentence in this case be miti- 
gated, and for other considerations, the President is 
pleased to commute the sentence to “ placing him at the 
foot of the first lieutenants of his regiment; to suspen- 
sion from rank for the period of twelve months, and to 
the forfeiture of fifty dollars per month of his pay dur- 
ing the period of his suspension.” 

Fifteenth Infantry. First Lieutanant Robert E Brad- 
ford has been dismissed the service by General Court- 
martial Orders No. 27, War Department, Adjutant-Gen- 
eral’s office, Washington December 13, 1871, having been 
tried before a General Court-martial which convened at 
Fort Selden, New Mexico, September 1, 1871, and of 
which Colonel J. Irwin Gregg, Eighth Cavalry, is presi- 
dent, on the charge of “ wrongfully and knowingly sell- 
ing, conveying, or disposing of forage, public property 


xpress | furnished to be used in the military service of the Unit- 


ed States, in violation of the act of Congress approved 
March 2, 1863, entitled ‘An act to prevent and punish 
frauds upon the Government of the United States.’ ” 
Specification—-“‘In that First Lieutenant Robert E. 
Bradford, Fifteenth Infantry, being in the land forces of 
the United States, and on duty as acting assistant-quar- 
termaster at Fort Craig, N. M., did wrongfully and know- 
ingly sell, convey, or dispose of 24,000 pounds of corn 
(this was modified by the finding of the court to 14,000,) more 
or less, the property of the United States, furnished to be 
used in the military service as forage; this at Fort 
Craig, N. M.,on cr about 15th of Jane, 30th of Sep- 
tember, and Ist of November, 1870.” In approving the 
sentence of the court, “To be dismissed the service of 
United States,” the Secretary of War says: 


~ Somes Te record in this case is a recommendation to 
clemency, subscribed by all the members and the judge-advocate of 
the court, in which they state that they ‘feel well assured, not- 





withstanding the grave crime of which Lieutenant Bradford stands 





ee 
—<—<— 


accused and convicted, that he has erred more in judgment than 
from want of principle.’ It is difficult to reconcile this statement 
with the conviction of the court. They further state that ‘ Liey. 
tenant Bradford’s record as an officer of the volunteer forces duri 
the late war was above reproach.’ The records of this department 
show that Lieutenant Bradford was not an officer either in the volun. 
teer or Regular service during the late war. Members of courts. 
martial are advised t» make their recommendations to the review. 
ing authority with such consideration as to entitle those recommen. 
dations to respect.” 

Captain J. W. Coleman, now in New York, has received 
a further extension of sixty days in his leave of absence, 
(S. O., A. G. 0.) 


District of New Mexico.—Oct.4, Brevet Major-General] 
G. Granger, colonel Fifteenth Infantry, submitted to the 
Assistant-Adjutant-General, Department of Missouri, 
a report of the District of New Mexico from 
June 30, 1870, to September 15, 1871. The district 
comprises the Territory of New Mexico’ and that por- 
tion of Colorado Territory south of the 38th parallel 
and west of the 103d meridian. Forts Bliss and Quit- 
man, Texas, are included in the pay district. April 
20, 1871, Colonel Granger assumed command of the dis- 
trict, relieving Colonel J. Irvin Gregg, Eighth Cavalry, 
The district staff is as follows: Vacant, Inspector-Gen- 
eral; First Lieutenant John Lafferty, Eighth Cavalry, 
acting assistant-adjutant-general; Captain A. J. Me- 
Gonnigle, Quartermaster’s Department, chief quarter. 
master; Captain W. H. Nash, Subsistence Department, 
chief commissary of subsistence; Surgeon C. T. Alexan- 
der, Medical Department, chief medical officer; Major 
J. B. M. Potter, Pay Department, chief paymaster; 
vacant, chief engineer officer; First Lieutenant John P. 
Willard, Fifteenth Infantry, commanding guards, order- 
lies, and escorts. 

There were eleven posts in the district, one of which 
(Fort Bascom) was discontinued, and the garrison and 
public stores transferred to Fort Union, in December 
last. There were also supply depots and an arsenal at 
Union, and a depot of medical supplies at Santa Fé, 
The latter was discontinued in April, and the supplies 
distributed throughout the district. The garrison has 
been during the year two regiments—the Eighth Cavalry 
and the Fifteenth Infantry. Two companies of the 
Eighth Cavalry arrived in the course of the year. The 
present garrison consists of 80 officers and 1,332 enlisted 
men. Fort Bascom was ordered to be broken up by 
Special Order No. 105, dated headquarters District of 
New Mexico, October 20, 1870; and the garrison, consist- 
ing of Company F, Eighth Cavalry, and Company D, 
Fifteenth Infantry, transferred to Fort Union, N. M. 
Troops D and F, Eighth Cavalry, from Fort Union, are 
in the field near Fort Bascom, since April 3, 1871, to 
stop the illicit trade with the Comanche Indians, and 
have done good service. Twenty-five scouts, mostly 
from the Southern posts, and operating against the 
Apache Indians, have been ordered since June 30, 1870. 
They were composed in all of 41 officers and 882 men, 
and marched a total distance of 6,655 miles. The results 
have been 14 Indians killed, a considerable number 
wounded, 11 prisoners, 24 animals, and large quantities of 
property captured, besides one village, consisting of £7 
lodges, destroyed. Our losses have been none. Troops 
D and F, Eighth Cavalry, consisting of about 5 officers 
and 135 men, have been in the field near Fort Bascom 
since April 3, 1871, with a view of breaking up the 
illegal trade from New Mexico, with hostile Indians. 
They scoured the Staked Plains in small parties. The re- 
sults of these expeditions were the capture of 12 Mex- 
icans, 22 Pueblo Indians, 1 Comanche squaw, 956 horned 
cattle, and 71 other animals. They shot 20 animals, and 
burned a train with property on the way tothe Co- 
manche village. The Indian depredations committed 
within the limits of this military district are enumerated 
at length. 

The number of Indians in this Territory, as officially 
reported by the Superintendent of Indian Affairs for 
New Mexico, is as follows, viz.: Pueblos, 7,633; Jica- 
rilla Apaches, 864; Monache Utes, 649; Wemenutche, 
650; Capote, 250; Southern Apaches (Coyoteros), 1,210; 
Navajos, 8,234; Mescalero Apaches, 500. Total, 20,036. 
The Pueblo Indians are widely known as quiet and self- 
sustaining. The Jicarilla Apaches and Monache Utes, 
collected on a reservation at Cimarron, andjthe Wemen- 
utche and Capote Utes, on a reservation in the vicinity 
of Tierra Amarilla, have remained comparatively quiet 
during the past year. The Navajos have remained 
quiet on their reservation at Fort Defiance, and for sev- 
eral months have committed but few depredations. This 
satisfactory condition of this formidable tribe is attrbu- 
table mainly to the efficiency of their agents, who have 
been particularly active in checking their thieving pro- 
pensities, by demanding, when reports had been received 
of theft, of the head men the restoration of the property 
and the surrender of the thieves. In nearly every in- 
stance these demands have been cheerfully complied 
with; and the result is that no depredations have been 
committed by these Indians for the past four months. 

The great pests of the district, as heretofore, are the 
Coyotero and Mescalero Apaches, who infest all the 
southern portion of the Territory. Their operations, 
however, for some time past have not been so extensive 
as formerly ; and their principal depredations have been 
confined to Grant and Lincoln counties, the extreme 
southern eounties in the Territory. The Indian De- 
partment has been particularly active the past summer 
in collecting these Apaches on reservations at Fort 
Stanton and at Cafiada Alamosa; but, notwithstanding, 
there are at present about five hundred Mescaleros at 
Fort Stanton, and about twelve hundred Coyoteros at 
Cafiada Alamosa, receiving rations, etc., from the Gov- 
ernment. Many of the petty depredations committed 
in the vicinity of these reservations have been traced to 
these Indians. The report says of these Indians: 

That these depredations should be committed by reservation 
Indians of this class is nut to be wondered at when we take 
into consideration the fact that they have lived formerly almost 
entirely on the rerults of their {thieving expeditions They 
are naturally adventurous and cunning, and for cruel#y sur- 
pass all others; ond the small parties that usually compose 
their expeditions, and the extremely mountainous and wild 
nature of the country, renders any successful pursuit a 
matter of great difficulty, and frequently of impossibility. 
The scouts mentioned in this report have been mainly directed 
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these Indians when found away from their respective reser- 
vations. The Comanches and Kiowas have not been so trouble- 
some to the settlements of New Mexico, as was their custom for- 
merly ; and the only raid reported was made by a large party of 
Kiowas on the Dry Cimarron lake spring, as already stated. 

With over twenty thousand Indians in the Territory of New 
Mexico, and a native population very hostile to them, and continu- 
ally encroaching on their lands and favorite hunting grouuds,giving 
rise to quarrels, it is obvious that a permanent military force will 
be necessary in this Territory for some time to come. 

There have been seven General Courts-martial for the 
period ending June 30, 1871, trying one officer, one hun- 
dred and thirty-five enlisted men, and one citizen. The 
officer was found guilty, and sentenced to suspension 
from rank for six months, and to forfeit one-half of his 
pay for the same period; the citizen was acquitted; and 
of the enlisted men nine were acquitted, one hundred 
and sixteen found guilty and sentenced, two sentenced 
and sentence remitted, and eight sentenced and sentence 
disapproved. From July 1 to Sepember 15, 1871, there 
has been two General Courts-martial. 

The average rates of corn wero $2 43 per hundred 
pounds ; of oats, $4 per hundred pounds; of Bran, $2 60 
per hundred pounds; of hay, $21 12 per ton of 2,000 
pounds ; and of fuel, $4 52 per cord. The sum of $115,- 
729 15 has been expended in the construction and re- 
pairs of public buildings within the district up to the 
15th of September, the larger portion in the construc- 
tion of new buildings at {Santa Fe, Forts Wingate and 
Stanton. The total amount expended by the Quarter- 
master’s Departmentifor the same period was $592,187 63; 
by the Pay Department, $744,283 54, the latter ex- 
ceeding that for 1869-70 $89,440 63. The health of the 
command has been very good for the past year. This 
desirable condition of the troops is attributable to the 
fine climate of New Mexico and the excellent sanitary 
regulations at the several military posts. During the 
past summer, through the exertions and energy of Col- 
onel A. V. Kautz, commanding at Fort Stanton, ard 
Messrs. Murphy and Fritz, formerly of the Army, and 
now residents of that place, Cadeti’s band of Mesculero 
Apaches, which for the past several years have been 
roaming with the Comanches, have been induced to quit 
that tribe and come in on the military reservation at 
that post. In the meantime they have conducted them- 
selves admirably. Owing to the early probability of this 
Territory being traversed by two important railroads, 
which must do away with many points considered 
now of first importance, as well as change the 
present routes and modes of travel, Colonel Gran- 
ger does not deem it advisable to make any special 
recommendations at this time in regard to the break- 
ing up or abandonment of any military post, except 
either Forts McRae or Craig. In case the Indians 
at Cafiada Alamosa consent to go on the reservation 
at Tulorosa, he adds, I can see no turther use for keeping 
up Fort McRae, and therefore recommend that it be 
abandoned. In view of the fact that the title of the 
reservation at Fort Craig is no longer in dispute, but 
definitely settled, I recommend that Fort Craig be con- 
tinued until such time as the property can be disposed 
of. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE+ 
Brigadier-General E. O. C. Ord: Headquarters, Omaha, Neb. 

In General Orders No. 73, Brigadier-General C. C. Au- 
gur relinquishes the temporary command of the Depart- 
ment of the Platte, which he has exercised pursuant to 
General Orders No. 9, paragraph 3, from headquarters 
Military Division of the Missouri, and in General Orders 
No. 74, Brigadier-General E. O. CO. Ord assumes com- 
mand. 

One of the local papers (as we have only the extract 
before us we cannot tell which one), in alluding to the 
appointment of General Ord to this department in an 
article signed “ A. G. B,” says: 

His administration of affairs on the Pacific coast over a com- 
mand which until recently embraced the States of California and 
Nevada, and the Territory of Arizona, seems to have given great 
satisfaction, and to have been carried forward with vigor and deter- 
mination chharacteristic of the man. General Ord is utterly un- 
selfish, and is without pretence. He has won for himself a high 
character as a soldier, and the people of this section of the Union 
may congratulate themselves upon having so worthy a successor to 
General Augur, who has been so faithfulin the discharge of his 
duties in this department for the past five years. Through sun- 
shine and storm, through good and bad seasons, General Augur 
has stood faithfully at his post, and by his kind demeanor, thorough 
honesty, and manly dealing with every one, has endeared himself 
to all classes of people. He leaves Nebraska with the kindest 
wishes of all of the best men of the State. It would be difficult, in 


fact, to find any one who is his enemy. The active operations 
which have been carried on by him against the Indians of the 


Jr., has received an extension of sixty days on his leave 
of absence. (S.0O., A. G. O.) 

Fort Quitman, Texas.—A General Court-martial was 
ordered te convene at Fort Quitman November 7. De- 
tail for the court: Major Albert P. Morrow, Ninth Cav- 
alry; Captain Davied W. Porter, assistant quartermas- 
ter; First Lieutenant Mirand W. Saxton, Twenty-fourth 
Infantry ; Second Lieutenant Owen Jay Sweet, Twenty- 
fifth Infantry; Second Lieutenant Daniel H. Floyd, 
Ninth Cavalry. Captain J. Lee Humfreville, Ninth 
Cavalry, judge advocate. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 


Major-Gen. H. W. Halleck : Headquarters, Louisville, Ky. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH. 
Brigidier-General A. H. Terry: Headquarters, Louisville, Ky. 
Second Infantry.—Colonel 8. W. Crawford has been 
granted leave of absence for six months on surgeon’s cer- 
tificate of disability. (S. O., A. G. O.) 
Sixteenth Infantry—Colonel Galusha Pennypacker 
has been granted one year’s leave of absence on surgeon’s 
certificate of disability, with permission to go beyond 
sea. (S. O., A. G. O.) 
A General Court-martial is ordered to meet at Jackson, 
Miss., December 18, 1871, for the trial of such enlisted 
men as may properly be brought before it. Detail for 
the court: Lieutenant-Colonel James Van Voast, Captains 
Arthur W. Allyn and William H. Bartholomew, First 
Lieutenants Stephen K. Mahon and William H. Vinal, 
Second Lieutenants T. W. Morrison, and Charles Jordan, 
all of Sixteenth Infantry. First Lieutenant Charles 
King, Fifth Cavalry, aide-de-camp, is appointed judge- 
advocate of the court. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 

Colonel W. H. Emory: Headqaurters, New Orleans, La. 

The following directions, issued by the commanding 
general Department of the South, are adopted by the 
commanding general of this department, and are pub- 
lished for the information and guidance of all command- 
ing officers of posts and detachments and of all United 
States troops serving in this department, in a circular: 
Whenever the United States marshal of the district in which you 
are serving or any of his deputies shall make written application to 
you for a detachment of troops to protect him or them in the per- 
formance of their duties, or to aid him or them to serve legal pro- 
cess, you will at once furnish such detachment, reporting your ac- 
tion to these headquarters. Such detachments will also be fur- 
nished on the application of officers of the United States Internal 
Revenue Department. Should any civil officer of the State in 
which you are serving, who is authorized by law to summon a posse 
comitatus in the locality where your force is or may be, call upon 
your men or a portion of them as a part of a rosse, they will respond 
to the summons; but inasmuch as such a summons, although one 
that they may legally obey, if permitted by their military superiors, 
does not release them from their military obligations, they will go 
asa detachment under the command of an officer, who will en- 
deavor to reconcile as far as possible any conflict of authority which 
may arise, and to this end will require that all directions from the 
civil authority to his men shall pass through him. You will in- 
struct the officers and men of all detachments furnished by = 
that they can act only as auxiliaries of the civil officers; that y 








have no original authority and noright to use force except when 
specially directed by the civil authorities, or in the last extremity 
for self- preservation. Whenever such detachments are furnished, a 
full and detailed report of the duty performed will be made to these 
headquarters. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 


Major-General George G. Meade: Headquarters, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
Brigadier-General I. McDowell: Headquarters, New York. 


General McDowell, commanding Department of the 








submitted as to whether an officer detailed by the de- 
partment commander on a General Court-martial con- 
vened at a post other than the one to which he belongs 
is subjected to the order of the department commander 
only while a member of said court, or whether, in the 
event of his returning on each adjournment of the court 
to his proper station, the post commander can require 
him to perform certain duties thereat : 

When a court adjourns for three days, paragraph 901, Army 
Regulations, requires that the fact be reported by the judge-advo- 
cate of the court ‘to the commanding officer of the post or troops, 
and that then the members belonging to the command will be liable 
to duty during the time.” An officer detailed on a court-martial— 
general, regimental, garrison, or field officers—at his station is not 
thereby deprived, if a captain, of the command of his company, or, 
if a post commander, of the command of his post, or, if adjutant, 
regimental quartermaster, or post commissary or post treasurer, is 
he to be considered as being relieved from these duties. The duty 
referred to in the regulation before quoted is special duty by detail, 
according to the roster, and applies to those officers of a court be- 
longing to the command where the court sits. Where an officer is 





plains have been pushed forward with a vigor which has been 
crowned with the happiest results. There is no more quiet depart- 
ment in the whole United States than the Department of the 
Platte, though within its boundaries may be found some of the 
most powerful and warlike tribes of savages now in existence. Not 
a single murder has been committed by these Indians during the 
past year, and but few depredations of any kind. 


.. gives the following personal anecdotes of General 


An officer writing of General Ord, says: “‘ But I never saw the 
full manhood of Ord until he passed through Benecia, on his way 
to San Francisco. Of course, the wildest and least valuable man of 
Company K, Third Artillery, was drunk. Just before the steamer 
came, this unfortunate staggered and plunged overboard into the 
ebb-tide of six knots an hour. Hardly had he struck the water before 
Captain Ord poet afterhim. They —- together, Ord hold- 
ing the man by the back, and grasping one of the piles of the wharf. 
Confusion everywhere, and the right thing forgotten. I ran back 
onthe wharf and produced a ladder. It was very cold, but Ord, 
whose teeth were chattering, would not release his hold of the man 
Until he had fastened a rope around him. Then he took hold of the 

der and both were drawn up. He went into the wharf-house, 
his clothes, and then ordered the man to be confined in the 
guard-house for being drunk,” It is related of General Ord, that 
when he was @ captain his first rt gem Lynch, was severely 
Wounded by being shot through both thighs, and was unable to 
Move, in an action with the Indians, Ord picked him up, slung 
on his back, and carried hira out of the way, though in sv doing 
= — exposed to many murderous shots fired by expert marks- 
DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 
Brigadier-General C. C. Augur: Headquarters, San Antonio, Texas. 
Fourth Cavalry,—Second Lieutenant James R. Was- 
80n, was ordered December 4 to Washington, D. C., and 


and report in person to the Adjutant-General of the 


y- 

‘The extension of leave of absence granted Second 
Lieutenant N. L. Shoemaker has been further extended 
thirty days from December 72. (S. O., A. G. O.) 


Tenth Cavalry.—Second Lieutenant William Davis, 


detailed on a court at a station not hia own, but so near his station 
that he can and actually does go toit daily and does not quit his 
quarters, the same rule will apply as if the court were at his station— 
that is, on the notification to the commanding officer by the judge- 
advocate of the court that the court has adjourned three days, the 
moembers shall “‘ be liable to duty (of detail) during that time, other- 
wise no duty of such a nature will be imposed. If the station is so 
far from the officer’s post, or the means of intercommunication are 
stich as to make it for the interests of the service or more cohveni- 
ent for him to quit his station while on the court-martial, he must 
be succeeded in his ordinary duty by the nextin rank under him, 
or, in case of an adjutant or staff officer, by some one to be ap- 
pointed for that purpose by the post commander. Whether or not 
an officer detailed on a court, at a post adjacent to his own, shall or 
not quit his station, will hereafter, at posts in this (New York) har- 
bor, be determined by the post commander as shall be most con- 
venient to the person detailed and the service.” 

The following officers were registered at the head- 
quarters Department of the East, New York city, for 
the week ending December 19, 1871: Captain W. 
Fletcher, Twentieth Infantry; Captain E. C. Boynton, 
Third Artillery; Captain J. A. Smith, Corps of Engi- 
neers; Second Lieutenant Philip Reade, Third Infan- 
try; Lieutenant Charles F. Powell, Corps of Engineers; 
First Lieutenant William F. Stewart, Fourth Artillery ; 
Captain H. A. Hascall, Fifth Artillery. - 

Vest Point, N. Y.—On Thursday, Dec. 14, General 
Ethan Allen Hitchcock’s body was brought here for inter- 
ment accompanied by Mrs. Hitchcock, and two nephews, 
Mr. Hitchcock and Mr. Purkins. All the Professors and 
officers not on duty, went to the chapel at 11 o’clock, 
and thence with the body tothe cemetery. It was placed 
in the same line with Gen. Scott. The pall-bearers were 
Gen. Ruger, Gen. Upton, Profs. Kendrick and Wheeler, 
Col. Conrad and Capt. Poland. The Chaplain, Rev. Dr. 
Forsyth, read part of the Episcopal seryice at the graye, 
the regular service, having been performed in Geo x a 


Caecake tied 


East, has rendered the following decision on a question | P° 





Artillery School, Fort Monroe.—Leave of absence has, 


been grunted the follo named officers, on duty at 
the Artillery School, Fort Virginia, the first for 
thirteen days, the others for twelve days each: Captain 
8. N. Benjamin, First Lieutenant E. L. Huggins, Second 
Lieutenants E. 8. Curtis and Barnet Wager, Second Ar- 
tillery ; First Lieutenant J. C. White, and Second Lieu- 
tenants J. E. Bell, and H. W. Hubbell, Jr., Firat Artil- 
lery; First Lieutenant J. B. Burbank, Third Artillery ; 
First Lieutenants E. P. Newkirk and Arthur Cranston, 
and Second Lieutenant John Sim , Fourth Artillery ; 
First Lieutenant C. C. McConnell, Second Lieutenants 
D. 8. Denison and A. L. Morton, Fifth Artillery. 

First Artillery.—First Lieutenant J. L. Rathbone has 
been transferred from Battery E to Battery M, and First 
Lieutenant T. H. B. Counselman from Battery M to 
Battery E. (S. O., A. G. 0.) 

Second Lieutenant John Pope, Jr., was detailed De- 
cember 18 a member of the General Court-martial con- 
vened at Fort Columbus, New York Harbor, in place of 
First Lieutenant W. E. Dougherty, relieved. 

A General Cotrt-martial was appointed to meet at 
Plattsburg Barracks, N. Y., December 18. Detail for 
the court: Captain L. L. Langdon, First Artillery; As- 
sistant Surgeon 8. M. Horton, U. 8. Army; First Lieu- 
tenant Joseph Keeffe, Fifth Artillery ; First Lieutenant 
T. H. B. Counselman, First Artillery ; First Lieutenant 
Luigi Lomia, Fifth Artillery ; Second Lieutenant W. P. 
Van Ness, First Artillery; First Lieutenant D. D. 
Wheeler, First Artillery is appointed judge-advocate. 
Fourth Artillery.—The following officers of this - 
ment have been detailed for a General Court- al 
appointed to meet at Fort McHenry, Md., December 20: 
Colonel Horace Brooks, Captain M. P. Miller, First 
Lieutenants Arthur Morris, J. B. Hazelton, and C. P. 
Miller. Second Lieutenant E.S. Chapin. First Lieu- 
tenant E. A. Bancroft, regimental quartermaster, judge- 
advocate. 
Leave of absence for thirty days, on surgeon’s certifi- 
cate of disibility, was granted Assistant Surgeon Charles 
Smart, U. 8. Army, December 17. 

Fifth Artillery.—A General Court-martial was ap- 
ointed to meet at Fort Independence, Mass., December 
1. Detail for the court: Captains W. F. Randolph 
and D. H. Kinzie, Second Lieutenants G. N. Whistler, 
G. E. Sage, W. B. Homer, and W. B. Weir, all of the 
Fifth Artillery. First Lieutenant Frederick Robinson, 
Fifth Artillery,§ judge-advoeate—A Court-martial iv 
also ordered at Fort Adams, R.I., December 18, with 
the following detail from the Fifth Artillery: 

B. F. Rittenhouse, First Lieutenants J. A. Fessend 
8. A. Day, H. J. Reilly, and Wells Willard, Secon 
Lieutenants O. R. Barnett and W. S. Chaplin. First 
Lieutenant S. M. Mills, Jr., judge-advocate.—The follow- 
ing are detailed for a court-martial at Fort Trumbull, 
Conn., December 20: Captains G. A. Kensel and F. L. 
Guenther, Assistant Surgeon D. L. Huntington, U. 8. 
Army; First Lieutenants Paul Roemer, Frank Thorp, 
and O. H. Howard. Second Lieutenant Eric Berg = 4 
judge-advocate. Leave of absence for thirty days, with 
permission to apply to headquarters Military Division of 
the Atlantic for an extension of twenty days, was 
granted First Lieutenant John McOlellan, ber 16. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE LAKES. 
Brigadier-General P. St. G. Cooke: Headquarters, Detroit, Mich. 
Madison Barracks.—A General Court-martial was ap- 
inted to meet at Madison Barracks, New York, De- 
ceinber 16. Detail for the court: Major C. L. Best, Firat 
Artillery; Assistant Surgeon C. 8. De Graw, U. 8. 
Army; First Lieutenant E. Van Andruss, First Artil- 
lery ; First Lieutenant John L. Worden, Jr., First In- 
fantry; Second Lieutenant J. J. O’Connell, First Infan- 
try, Second Lieutenant Carl F. Palfrey, First Artillery, 
is appointed judge-advocate of the court. 
First Infantry.—So much of the sentence of the General 
Court-martial in the case of Captain George S. Galiupe, 
as imposes a forfeiture of one-half of his pay for one 
year, has bevun, in consideration of Captain Gallupe’s 
large family, mitigated to a forfeiture of one-fourth his 
pay, to take effect from December 14. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 
Major-General J. M. Schofield z A a tn a San Fran- 
Cusco, \° 








Headquarters.—Major Thaddeus H. Stanton, 
ter U. 8. Army, was ordered to proceed on the 30th in- 
stant, by the steamer Newbern, and pay the troops (ex- 
cept the Third Cavalry) at San Diego and Fort Yuma, 
California, and in Southern Arizona, to the 3ist of Oc- . 
tuber, 1871; in Northern Arizona and Drum Barracks, 
California, to the 31st of December, 1871. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Roger Jones, assistant inspector- 

eneral, was ordered November 28 to proceed on the 
Sentral Pacific Road beyond Sacramento, with instruc- 
tions to the commanding officer of the detachment of the 
Fifth Cavalry, now en route from Fort McPherson, Ne- 
braska, to San Francisco, Cal. 

A furlough from November 17 to December 7, 1871, on 
surgeon’s certificate, has been granted to Sergeant F. B. 
Pilling, Signal Service U. 8. Army. 

General Schofield, in General Orders No. 12, current 
series, directs that “all issues to Indians, other than 
those employed by the United States, will be —— on 
separate abstracts, and the money value of such issu 
including cost of transportation, will be entered in de 
on the abstracts.” 

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 

In compliance with General Orders No. 70, War De 
partment, Adjutant-General’s Office, November 18, 1871, 
Brigadier-General E. O. C. Ord was relieved, Decem’ 
from command of the De t of California. i 
further orders the staff of the Department of Cali« 
fornia, will act under the immediate orders of the divi< 
sion commander. 


ymas- 
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Twelfth Infantry.—Captain Alexander B, MacGowan 
Company D, Twelfth iudentiy, was ordered November 
22 to join his company at Fort Yuma, California, with- 
out delay. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA. 
Brigadier-Gen. E. R. S. Canby: Headquarters, Portland, Oregon. 
. First Cavalry—Trumpeter James Dugal, Company 
A, Third Ca , is transferred to Company D, First 
Cavalry, to date ber 1, 1871. Trumpeter John 8. 
O’Brien, Company D, First Cuvalry, is transferred to 
Company A, Third Cavalry, to date December 1, 1871. 
Lieuteuant-Colonel Geo. Crook: Headquarters, Prescott, A. T. 
DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA. 


The following letter has been written by the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to Cochise, the noted Apache chief: 
DErPaRTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, Wasnincton, Dec. 14, 1871. 


Your Great Father, the President, desires your happiness and 
ty, and wishes to be at peace with you and all your am ow 
convince you of his friendship and good wishes, I am authorized 
to.invite zou, with “ Loco” and ** Victoria,” to come to Washing- 
ton, where you can see your Great Fatherand the Secretary of 
the Interior, to be assured from their own lips of the truth of this 
+ Ifyou cunclude tocome ts Washington, the Superinten- 
dent of Indian Affairs, Colonel Nathaniel Pope, will make arrange- 
ments for your visit, and will provide for the payment of your ex- 
baer you again of the sincere friendship of your Great Father, 
the ent, as wellas of my own desire to promote your hap- 
piness and prosperity, I am your sincere friend, 
C. Dexano, Secretary of the Interior. 

Information furnished the department by Superinten- 
dent Pope, who left for Arizona with this letter on Fri- 
day night, leads to the expectation that Cochise will ac- 
cept the invitation, and come to Washington some time 
early next year. 

Third Cavalry—The body of the late Lieutenant H. 
B. Cushing, Third Cavairy, killed in action with Apa- 
cbe Indians in May last, having been recovered from the 
scene of the disaster in the Whetstone mountains, south- 
eastern Arizona, was, on the 20th of November, buried 
with military honors in the National Cemetary at Tuc- 
son, A. T. The escort consisted of his late command, 
Troop F, Third Cavalry, the pall bearers being men who 
‘were present with Lieutenant Cushing in the fight. The 
remains were followed to the grave by Colonel Mizner, 
commanding, and Lieutenant Jocelyn, adjntant at Camp 
Lowell; Captains Moore and Stanwood, of the Third 
Cavalry; Captain Dunn, Lieutenants Johnston and 
Ross, of the Twenty-first Infantry, and a large concourse 
of citizens. Lieutenant Charles Bendire, Firat Cavalry, 
commanded the escort. As a mark of respect to the 
memory of the deceased, the United States District Court 
was not convened until after the ceremonies were over. 

The Third Cavalry is to exchange with the Fifth, now 
in the Department of the Platte. Some of the officers of 
the Third prefer serving in Arizona, where they can have 
active service. 

By Special Orders from department headquarters a 
General Court-martial had been convened at Fort Camp 
McDowell, Arizona Territory, for the trial of Major N. 
A. M. Dudley, and Captain Mills, Third Cavalry. De- 
tail for the court: Colonel C. Grover, Third Cavalry; 
Major John Grear, First Cavalry; Major Evans, Third 
Cavalry ; Major Mizner, Twelfth Infantry; Captain R. 
F. O'Berme, Twenty-first Infantry; Captain Wales, 
Twenty-first Infantry; Captain Foster, Quartermaster’s 
Department ; Captain McGregor, First Cavalry. Cap- 
tain Guy V. Henry, Third Cavalry, judge-advocate. 
Also one for the trial of Lieutenant Royal T. Whit- 
man, Third Cavalry, of Camp Grant fame, on charges 
based on accusations made in the Arizona Citizen by its 
editor. Detail for the court: Captain James Cartis, 
Third Oavairy ; CaptainGuyV. Henry, Third Cavelry ;, 
Captain G. Russell, Third,Cavalry ; Captain Alex. Moore 
Third Cavalry; Lieutenant Wissendorf, First Cavalry ; 
Lieutenant Spingin, Twenty-first Infantry; Lieutenant 
Johnston, assistant quartermaster Twenty-first Infantry; 
Lieutenant Hein, First Cavalry. Captain McGregor, 
First Cavalry, judge-advocate. The case of Lieutenant 
Whitman will establish a good principle, that where ac- 
eusations are made in a putlic journal against a’ public 
officer, he ought to be tried, andhis character vindicated, 
or be dismissed. A public jounalhas a §perfect right 
and is in duty bound to criticise and condemn acts tend- 
ing to reflect disgrace upon the community to which it 


Special Orders direct Captain Guy V. Henry, Third 
Cavalry, to assume command of Camp Gz-ant, Arizona 
Territory. The Arizona Citizen has the following: 
« — Guy V. Henry arrived on Thursday, and made 
4 


in our absence. He is assigned to command at 
Camp Grant, and a better officer could harldy have been 
selected in the whole Army. Captain Henry iszealous 
in the right direction.” From last accounts of Captain 
’s command they had left Grant, arrived at Mc- 
Dowell, thence to Prescott, A. T., and were on their return 
toCampGrant. They report the Indians very unwilling 
to stay on the reservations, and consider that oper. hos- 
tilities may commence at anymoment, and that General 
may be allowed to carry out his views Mr. Col- 

yer, supported by General Crook and his whole com- 
mand, has had his chance, and the result is, murders, 
thefts, and unparalleled atrocities. The Wickenburg 
horror, by which Loring, a graduate of Harvard, a gen- 
and an author of reputation, was murdered can 

be traced to the fanatic Colyer, and to him Loring’s 
friends may offer their thanks. We say thanks, an ap- 
parently inappropriate word, on such a sad occasion, but 
meant in no disrespect, but simply this: The Eastern 
people support Colyer in his fanaticism; blood and sor- 
row has been brought to their door; to be consistent, 
ht not to repudiate him because they are the 
Heretofore, only the Western people have suf- 

How will it be now? The question is early an- 


swered, and @ light through sorrow now dawns upon 


Captain Thomas L. Brent ha« been ted sixty da: 
extension of his leave of absence. nr 4 
Fifth Cavairy.—Dr. H. W. Boone, 
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ing assistant sure 
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direotor, 
will accompany the detachment of the 





Fifth Cavalry, leaving by the steamer Newbern, for Fort 
Yuma, early in December. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon A, L. Flint, medical officer 
with the detachment of the Fifth Cavalry, under com- 
mand of Major Eugene A. Carr, will continue therewith 
to Fort Yuma, California. He will report to the com- 
manding officer of the detachment of the Third Cavalry, 
at Fort Yuma, which he will accompany to the Depart- 
ment of the Platte. 

The private horses of officers of Major Eugene A. 
Carr’s command of the Fifth Cavalry, under charge of 
an officer with a suitable detachment, were ordered De- 
cember 2 to proceed to Fort Yuma, via San Diego, by the 
first steamer. 

Quartermaster Sergeant H. A. Richardson has been 
transferred to the General Service, headquarters Depart- 
ment of the Gulf. (S. O., A. G. O.) 

Twenty-first Infantry—Colonel Robert 8S. {Granger 
was assigned to duty November 24 in the city of San 
Francisco until the arrival of the headquurters of his 
r giment.—Pending the contemplated change of stations 
of the Twenty-first Infantry, the lieutenant-colonel com- 
manding, with the adjutant and non-commissioned staff 
and band of the regiment, will take post at the Presidio, 
San Francisco, Cal.—Captain George H. Burton (C), 
temporarily at Drum Barracks, will report for duty with 
his company and will take with him all enlisted men at 
the post belonging to companies serving in Arizona.— 
The unassigned men at headquarters Twenty-first In- 
fantry will be assigned to companies of that regiment, 
and will accompany the detachment under Captain Bur- 
ton.—The surgeon and hospital steward at Drum Bar- 
racks will report for duty to the commanding officer, De- 
partment of Arizona, accompanying the detachinent un- 
der Captain Burton.—First Lieutenant Ebenezer W. 
Stone (G), acting assistaut quartermaster and acting com- 
missary of subsistence, will remain at Drum Barracks, 
till after the post is vacated, to dispose of the public 
property there and at Wilmington Depot. Upon com- 
pletion of this duty he will join his company.—The Mil- 
itary reservation of Drum Barracks will be left in the 
custody and care of Colonel George Stoneman, U. 8. 
Army (retired), who will transfer to and account for the 
public property there to the depot quartermaster at San 
Francisco.—Special Orders No. 107, paragraph 2, dated 
headquarters Military Division of the Pacific, June 26, 
1871, requiring Colonel Stoneman to appear before the 
retiring board in San Francisco, is amended so as to d - 
rect that “he will return to his station wheu his pres- 
ence is no longer required by the president of the retir- 
ing board. 

In Regimental Orders No. 58, headquarters Drum Bar- 
racks, California, November 27, 1871, Lieutenant Col- 
onel Frank Wheaton publishes the order from the head- 
quarters Department of the Lakes announcing the death 
of Lieutenaut Atwood, of the Twenty-first, and adds: 
“It becomes the melancholy duty of the regimental com- 
mander to announce to the Twenty-first Infantry the 
death of one of its most valued and accomplished officers, 
First Lieutenant William Atwood, late aide-de-camp to 
the general commanding the Department of the Lakes. 
An evidence of high estimate and appreciation by his 
late commander is found in the following obituary order 
issued by Gereral P. St. George Cooke, announcing to 
his department the death of Lieutenant Atwood: . . 
As a tribute of respect tothe memory of the deceased, 
the officers of the Twenty-first Infantry will wear the 
usual badge of mourning upon the left arm and sword 
hilt, for the period of thirty days.” 

First Lieutenant Thomas H. Bradley, has been reliev- 
ed from duty as a member of a board of officers, and 
Major George Bell, commissary of subsistence, detailed in 
his stead. (S. O., A. G. O.) 


THE NAVY. 


The Editor invites for this department of the Jovrnat all facts 
of interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movements 
of officers or vessels. 


VARIOUS NAVAL MATTERS. 

Tue Ticonderoga, third rate (11), Commander Oscar 
C. Badger, was at Montevideo November 18. All well 
onboard. The gunboat Wasp, fifth rate (1), Commander 
John N. Quackenbush, was at Buenos Ayres. The Lan- 
caster, second rate (22), flagship of the South Atlantic 
squadron, Rear Admiral Joseph Lanman, was at Rio de 
Janeiro on the 25th of November. 

Tue Herald informs us that “ Mr. Borie, the Secretary 
of the Navy, wiil be married to Mrs. Aulick in January. 
The happy pair will spend their honeymoon not at 
Vienna, as been said, but they will make a short 
bridal tour.” In deference to the feelings of the es- 
timable ex-secretary, who is abundantly content with 
one wife, we would call attention to the fact that Mr. 
Robeson—a bacheior—has succeeded in the administra- 
tion of the Navy Department, and proposes to emulate 
him in the management of a household. 

A NAVAL General Court-martial is now in session at 
the Navy-yard, New York, consisting of the following 
members: Commodore Joseph F. Green, U.S. Navy; 
Conrmodore Gustavus H. Scott, U. 8S. Navy; Captain 
Thomas G. Corbin, U. S. Navy; Captain George M. 
Ransom, U.S. Navy; Commander William D. Whiting, 
U.S. Navy ; Captain Charles A. Stillman, U. 8S. Marine 
Corps; Captain Horatio B. Lowry, U.S. Marine Corps. 
First Lieutenant Lyman P. French, U.S. Marine Corps, 
judge-advocate. 

Mr. George T. Marshall, collector of customs at New 
London, Conn., contradicts the report that the monitors 
now laid upat the Navy-yard on the Thames river, 
were prevented from entering the river on Thursday by 
the heavy ice between New London and Norwich. He 
says: “ has not been any ice during the recent 
eold term sufficient to obstruct navigation from the 
month of the Thames to Allyn’s Point, a distance of ten 
miles, nor is there now any ice in the river of any ac- 
count for several miles above this city.” 








Tue friends of Commodore Almy will hear with re. 

gret of the death of his wife, which occurred at her 
residence in Highland Place, Washington, on Sunday, 
December 10, as announced in the last number of the 
JOURNAL. The funeral ceremonies were held on the 
Wednesday following, Rev. Dr. Starkey, of Epiphany 
Church, officiating. Admirals Taylor and Lee, Medical 
Inspector Crossfield, Commodore Trenchard, and Messrs, 
Albert and Chew acted as pall-bearers. The remains 
were inclosed in a handsome casket of rosewood. Upon 
the conclusion of the ceremonies the remains were con- 
veyed to the Congressional.Cemetery, followed by a large 
number of the friends of the deceased. Mrs. Almy wag 
a daughter of the late Colonel C. K. Gardner, ef the 
Army. 
THE Senate lias confirmed the following nominations 
of naval officers: First Assistant Engineer Henry §. 
Davids, to be chief engineer in the Navy; Commodore 
Christopher R. P. Rodgers, to be Chief of Bureau of 
Yards and Docks ; Captain Daniel Ammen, Chief of Bu- 
reau of Navigation; Medical Director Jonathan M, 
Foltz, Chief of Bureau of Medicine and Surgery; Jobn 
8B. Van Meter, to be chaplain in the Navy; Lieutenant- 
Commanders Weld N. Allen and Nathaniel Green, to be 
commanders; Charles Steedman, to rear admiral; 
Commodore James Ald n, to be rear admiral; Capteins 
M. B. Wolsey, Alexander Murray, and Edward Donald- 
son, to be eommodores; Commanders Homer C. Blake, 
Clark H. Wells, Stephen P. Quackenbush, and Earl 
English, tobe captains; Lieutenant-Commanders John 
N. Quackenbush and Thomas H. Eastman to be com- 
manders,and a number of other naval promotions in 
lower grades. 

Tur Nipsic, fifth rate (3), arrived at Havana Decem- 
ber 4, from Pensacola. e now have at Havana or en 
route one ironclad, the Zerrer, one second rate, the Sev- 
ern, one fourth rate, the Vuntasket, and three fifth rates, 
the Nipsic, the Kansas, and the Shawmut, mounting in 
all thirty-five guns. The Spaniards are reported to 
have in Cuban waters four ironclads mounting 118 guns, 
four screw frigates with 185 guns, thirteen wooden pad- 
dle-wheels with 92 guns, nine wooden screw corvettes 
with 25 guns, besides the thirty-eight gunboats built by 
Captain Ericsson, each of which originally mounted a 
Parrott 100-pounder, which is reported to have been 
changed for much lighter guns, as it was found that the 
vsssels were not staunch enough to carry such weight 
of metal. This gives sixty vessels, mounting 450 guns, 
a formidable showing on paper, but the vessels are most 
of them old models and tair-weather ships, which, from 
construction and armament, would figure badly in a 
fight. We have available for the reinforcement of our 
Cuban squadron at short notice two ironclads, the Dic- 
tator and Miantonomoh, two second rates, the Worcester 
and Congress, one third rate, the Canandaigua, and one 
fourth rate, the Wyoming; in all, six vessels with 52 

uns. 

P A DESPATCH from St. Thomas December 14 an- 
nounces that the steamship Florida was on that 
day convoyed to sea by the United States steamer Shuw- 
mut, fifth rate (3), Commander Edward E. Potter. 
The Spanish frigate, which has so long blockaded the 
Florida, made no attempt to interfere with her depar- 
ture. The steamship Florida, owned by Francis Darr, 
received in the summer of last year, at the port of 
New York, a cargo of munitions of war, including four 
cannon and a quantity of provisions and lumber. The 
vessel was libelled by the District-Attorney of the South- 
ern District of New York for attempting to carry arms 
and munitions of war to the insurgents in Cuba. The 
vessel was detained at the Navy-yard for five months 
before the case was brought to trial. The evidence 
on the trial, however, failed to show conclusively that the 
Florida was to be used as an armed vessel, and on the 
11th of January, I871, Judge Blatchford rendered a de- 
cision that the Florida should be released. He held 
that the evidence did not show that the vessel was fitted 
out as a war vessel against Cuba; that there is no law 
prohibiting the shipment of arms and munitions of war 
to Cuba or any other country, and that, to constitute a 
violation of the neutrality Toon, it is necessary that a 
vessel should be armed and equipped to cruise against a 
country with which the Government of the United States . 
is at peace. On a motion on the part of the District-At- 
torney for a certificate of probable cause for the seizure 
of the vessel to protect the seizing officers, the Court 
held that it had no power to grant the certificate; and 
it is alleged on the part of the claimants that the Gov- 
ernment is liable for damages. The Florida having 
finally sailed from this port was eventually obliged to 
put into St. Thomas, in the West Indies, where she was 
blockaded by Spanish war vessels, the captain fearing to 
set sail on account of threats of capture, which were 
openly made. These facts became notorious from the 
repeated publications of telegrams and letters from the 
West Indies on the subject. Finally, the Government 
was induced to take steps in the matters by the an- 
nouncement to the Secretary of the Navy that the owner 
of the vessel had given peremptory orders by mail for 
the Florida to sail at all hazards. Further complica- 
tions were avoided by the Government sending tele- 
graphic orders to Havana for a war vessel to proceed to 
St. Thomas to escort the Florida in safety from the 
harbor. 

G. TRAVERS writes to the Herald from the U.S. re- 
ceiving ship Vermont to explain why the Navy is unpop- 
ular with seamen. The reasons he gives may be briefly 
stated as follows: “1st. The men, or those of them who 
are familiar with naval matters and usages, no longer 
see the Navy of bygone times; its personnel is changed. In 
the Navy of the present day the privileges are fewer, 
while the exactions are greater. Ships are now fre- 
quently placed in commission and sent to sea with but 
one to two seamen in each part of the ship, the remain- 
der of the crew being raw and inexperienced ; hence im- 
measurably greater duties devolve upon us.” 2d. The 
restrictions upon us at present in the Navy, so far as lib- 
erty and the privilege of drawing money when due to us 
on the books, are the groundwork of just complaint on 





our part, In short, there seems to be an entire absence 









871. 


| the 
nent 


wner 
| for 
lica- 
tele- 
sd to 

the 


. re- 
aw il 


who 
nger 
. In 
wer, 


but 
ain- 
im- 
The 
lib- 
oO us 
[ on 
n20¢e 








DECEMBER 23, 1871. 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 





— 








of system in this connection which cannot be too severely 
inveighed against, since there are laws governing the ac- 
tion of Naval officials in this particular.” 8d. The en- 
tire want of availability so far as their honorable dis- 
charges are concerned. It is said in this connection that 
there are now upward of two thousand of these dis- 
charges unheard from since the late war. Cannot the 
Government, I ask, extend the time of availability of 
these discharges from one to two years, commencing from 
the assembling of the present session of Congress, keep- 
ing in view only the three months’ pay which originally 
attaches to them, and by this means secure again the 
services of their holders? This would seem to me ne- 
as well as politic, as some such incentive will 
have to be eventually offered for the proper material. 4th. 
Abolition of the spirit portion of the ration in Septem- 
ber, 1862. This obnoxious enactment is and has been a 
source of much disaffection among seamen in the Navy, 
and will ever remain so. God grant that it may be re- 
ed at the present session, and that our Navy, hereto- 
ore never lacking zeal in the performance of its coun- 
try’s behests, may again be manned as it formerly was— 
with the best sailors in the world.3 A movement is 
now on foot,” he adds, “with the cordial and earnest 
support of the majority of the officers of the Navy, hav- 
ing in view the presentation of a memorial to Congress 
at its present session, to be signed by all the seamen of 
the Navy, amounting in number to 8,000: all seamen, 
therefore, of the Navy and merchant service are request- 
ed to co-operate in this undertaking, as by this, and this 
means only, can their condition be ameliorated.” 


RFPORT OF ADMIRAL PORTER. - 


Tue longest of the annual reports is that of Admiral 
Porter to the Secretary of the Navy, which we condense 
within the limits of our space, preserving all that it con- 
tains in the way of recommendation or suggestion, omit- 
ting only some portion of the argument and illustration 
with which the Admiral enforces his opinions. The 
Admiral recommends : 

1. That the seamen of the Navy be granted an 
outfit of clothing such as is allowed the soldiers and 
marines. Numerous complaints are received of the 
clothing issued from the stock left over from the rebel- 
lion; and our sailors “are charged high prices for that 
which it would really be no favor,{to present to them 
free of cost.” 

2. That the Government recognize a_ certain 
number of shipping-masters as [its agents, and grant 
them a percentage for the men they bring into the re- 
ceiving ship. In this connection the Admiral says: 

There must be a defect in the system of enlistment, or 
officers at rendezvous are not sufficiently particular in rating 
men. An order on this very subject was issued about cigh- 
teen months since, yet commanding officers still complain 
that the men are inferior to their ratings. I would recom- 
mend that the present system of enlisting men on board re- 
ceiving ships be made a subject of inquiry, with a view to 
remedy any defects that may exist. Certain it is that there 
arehundreds of men who ship in the Navy for no other pur- 
pose than drawing the advanre money, after which they de- 
sert,and throw themselves into the hands of the shipping- 
masters, who, ignored by the naval authorities, secrete the 
deserters until an opportunity occurs to send them to sea in 
merchant vessels. How officers manage to preserve disci- 
pline on board their ships, with such mixed crews as they 
find under their command, especially when we consider how 
much their authority has of late been diminished, it is diffi- 
cult to tell. It is only by the exercise of great patience and 
forbearance, joined to extensive experience in the manage- 
ment of large bodies of men. 


8. It is recommended that a requisition be made on 
Congress for 2,000 boys in addition to the present allow- 
ance of seamen, as the basis for organizing an appren- 
tice oo to provide good petty officers aud seamen for 
our Navy. 

4. That every ship in the Navy be provided with the 
Normandy condenser. The Admiral says: 


I regret to hear that this valuable apparatus has been dis- 
pensed with, and that the Navy has gone back to the old 
system, where the crews drink bad tasting water, a small 
quantity of which only is produced by the comsumption ofa 
large amount of coal. According to the board of inspection, 
the water produced by this imperfect system of distillation is 
passed directly into a receiving tank in thehold, with a high 
temperature, thereby causing a great deterioration in the 
provisions there stowed. Asasample of the ill effects this 
change will have on the service, I will merely state that the 
froquois, the last vessel inspected, which might naturally be 
supposed to have all the recent improvements, is supplied 
with the same surface condenser she had on her last cruise, 
and a very imperfect one at that. Every gallon of water 
condensed aboard this ship costs one pound of coal, and 
about half a ton per day is expended, which, for such a ves- 
sel, on the Pacific coast, would bring the cost of drinking 
water to $4,380 per annum—more than twice the cost of a 
Normandy condenser. 

5. The adoption of cork mattresses, and of “ carbolized 
cotton ticking for bedding, constructed with an arrange- 
ment for filling certain portions with air,” is recom- 
mended as a means of saving life in case of accident. “I 
would here remark,” the Admiral says, “ for the benefit 
of officers, that no hammock that is not well lashed up, 
should be allowed to go into the netting, for, in case of 
& sudden alarm of fire, when it may be necessary to 
leave the ship in a hurry, the hammocks might save the 

ves of every man on board.” He also recommends that 
all vessels fitted out hereafter have the following allow- 
ance of steam cutters : 

First rates—Two steam cutters of the first class, and 
one of second class. 

Second rates—One steam cutter of first class, and one 
of second class. 

Third rates—Two steam cutters of second class. 

Fourth rates—One steam cutter of second class, 

Fifth rates—One steam cutter of second clase. 

6. More sailing in squadrons is advised, and we are 














informed, that the exercises of spars, sails, boats, guns, 
etc., as directed in General Order No. 128, have been 
generally well conducted, although there is more differ- 
ence in the skill displayed by the various vessels than 
should exist in a Navy with uniform organization. 


In thoroughness and rapidity, the Colorado, flagship of 
the Asiatic fleet, stands No. 1. There is no conceivable ex- 
ercise in yards, sails, or boats, that has not been constantly 
practised on board of this ship, and the time is quite equal 
to any that has heretofore been made in the Navy. Great 
zeal seems to animate the officers and crew of the Colorado, 
and she is-entitled to be pronounced a thorough ship-of-war. 
To the perfection of her drill in artillery and small arms, 
and to the example she has set the other ships of the fleet, 
may be ascribed the brilliant victory gained by a handful 
of Americans oyer a large force of Coreans posted in well- 
fortified positions, with a terrible loss to the enemy, who, it 
is asserted, fought with the utmost desperation. By those 
who know nothing about it, the Coreans may be considered 
despicable foes, but the truth is that they are brave and 
cruel enemies, only to be overcome by well-trained men, led 
by skilful and fearless officers. Next in order to the Colo- 
rado is the Richmond. The latter ship is indeed quite up to 
the former in her time, although not quite so thorough in 
the kind of exercises. The Franklin also maintains the 
high reputation she has always enjoyed, and the Portsmouth 
is quite equal to the last two mentioned. I indicate these 
four ships as the most excellent, although there are several 
others that are nearly equal to them, and very systematic in 
their drills. I am informed that in some cases where ships’ 
crews drill very well, there is a littletoo much noise—a fault 
that should be corrected. 


7. The report of the board in relation to twelve of 
the ironclads at Philadelphia is endorsed, and it is ad- 
vised that they be put in repair immediately, to save 
them. “ Their side backing seems, in most instances, to 
be in good condition, but the deck beams are much de- 
cayed. It is recommended that they be docked, repaired, 
and painted; iron beams substituted for the wooden 
ones, iron deck plates laid on the iron beams, and a 
wooden deck laidover all. The rotting of the wooden 
beams is caused by water percolating through the iron 
uncaulked seams. This wonld not happen with a wooden 
deck over all, properly caulked. The machinery of these 
vessels also requires thorough overhaffling and repair- 
ing, and many parts renewed. A similar course should 
be adopted with the ironclads at other stitions: The 
Dictator, Monadnock, Amphitrite, Mahopac, Miantonomah, 
Montauk, Rounoke, Wassuc, Piscataqua, and such others 
as, on further inspection, may be found to be worth it.” 
There has been a large increase of ironclads among the 
vessels of foreign'navies, and the fleet of Great Britain 
excites the special admiration of the Admiral. He says 
of it: 

Never in the history of England was she better prepared 
than at the present moment for war, in ship’s material, 
officers and men, as I know to be the case from the actual 
inspection of her men-of-war by our most intelligent officers. 
The introduction into our Navy of the monitor system was 
the death-knell of the great wooden fleet of Europe. Eng- 
land, in particular, suffered by the change, but, nothing dis- 
mayed, the Board of Admiralty went to work and devised 
plan after plan, until the British fleet now boasts the finest 
equipped iron ships in existence, capable of contending with 
the combined navies of Europe. To suppose that this Board 
of Admiralty, so unjustly criticised, have not made mistakes, 
would be out of the question; but their errors were com- 
paratively few, and have,in most instances, been rectified. 
A want of stability in the ironclads was one defect which 
has been cured by putting more weight in the bottoms of the 
ships, but in this, asin other subjects at issue, there has 
been an amount of professional skill brought to bear that 
has carried the Board of Admiralty through most triumph~ 
antly. While England is rapidly attaining perfection in her 
ironclads, she is also devoting much attention to avery 
first-class of vessels, designed to cruise against an enemy’s 
commerce. Beside the hundred ironclads, home and reserve 
vessels on duty, she now has in commission one hundred and 
one fast screw frigates, sloops, and gunboats on the various 
stations. giving protection to British subjects in all parts of 
the world. Ido not believe that we should try to compete 
with Great Britain in the number of our war vessels, but 
we should, at least, have a fair proportien of ships, com- 
pared with the number in our merchant marinc. 


8. The Admiral argues at length in favor of two- 
bladed propellers, and as between the Hirsch screw, and 
the Griffiths screw, decides in favor of the Hirsch, which, 
in a trial with the Griffith on board H. B. M. steamer 
Active, developed within a fraction of the same speed 
(fourteen knots), with a smaller amount of indicated 
horse power. Under this head the report says: 


The assertion that with a number of blades there is less 
vibration, is partly true; but vibration arises principally 
from the inequality of resistance during the successive posi- 
tions of the propeller around its centre, and its too close 
proximity to the sternpcst—a fault of construction, not of 
propellers. A four-bladed propeller has one-third more 
weight than a propeller with two blades, and makes a ship 
drop heavily in an uneasy seaway. It is, in fact, (a heavy 
drag on all occasions. By a reference to the logs of our 
naval vessels, it will appear that they have in but very few 
instances developed high speed, eight knots being the gen- 
eral average, while only a few vessels have attained a speed 
of twelve. Inthe French and British navies, on the other 
hand, fourteen and fifteen knots is almost invariably obtain- 
ed in iron and wooden vessels built within the past four 
years. In the above statement relative to the low rate of 
speed of our vessels, I do notinclude the four ships of the 
Tennessee class, which developed a very high rate, but these 
vessels contain so much machinery, carried so little coal and 
provisions, and afforded se little room for berthing their 
crews, that they could not be made efficient ships of war 
without undergoing extensive alterations. There is no rea- 
son why we should not be able to obtain as high speed as 
the French and English. Our models are good and our ma- 
chinery much stronger, and I therefore attribute the slow- 
ness ot our ships in a measure to the defects in their propel- 
lers, which, as far as I know, are the exact reverse of Grif- 
fith’s propeller, the accepted one in England, and the one 
usedin the Lord Clyde and Lord Warden. 

9. The subject of torpedoes is also discussed at length, 
and it is recommended that a permanent board be ap- 
pointed to meet from time to time, and make themselves 
thoroughly acquainted with the subject of torpedoes, 





and the various means of using them, to be com 
follows : Two line 

two of the ablest naval constructors; two of the ablest 
engineers ; the officer in charge of the : 
one or more of the best inventors pores Bye master ma- 
chiniets, or an et ee the Navy. It 
is dive whvinel “that besides several smaller torpedo 
boats, built for coast defence, that six of a little more 
than 1,000 tons each, be constructed of iron, for foreign ~ 
service. These should be able to sea 
weather, under steam or sail, and be provided with com- 


fortable, well-ventilated quarters for officers and mea. 
The number I have stated wonld be few enough to build. 
They might be constructed with light of water 


wa 
and perfect ventilation, for use in the rivers of Chins,” 
where the Admiral thinks we shall have abundant need 
of them. Hesays: 


=The late affair with the Coreans shows how well adapted 
are our officers and men, with the lately improved fire-arms, 
to cope with these Asiatics. I doubt if any foreign squad- 
ron abroad could land a better drilled and equi force 
than ourselves; but the difficulty the commanding officer 
on the Asiatic coast labors under is the want of small ves- 
sels, carrying heavy 11-inch guns, which are more destruc- 
tive against mud forts than any other ordnance afloat. The 
tug Palos has shown herself invaluable, and it would cost 
little time or expense to send three more of the same kind 
to China. We have them nearly —_— and in s month they 
could proceed, fully equipped as the Palos was. In addition 
to the Iroquois, now ready to sail, I would recommend that 
the Saco, at present inthe Mediterranean, and the Wyomihg, 
nearly ready for sea, at Portemouth, N. H., should 

to join the Asiatic fleet by way of the Sues Canal. case 
ofa renewal of hostilities on the part of the Coreans, calling 
for the interference of United Bates vessels, it is evident 
that Rear-Admiral Redgers will labor under great disadvan- 
tages with his large ships, which are not well adapted for 
navigating the narrow and tortuous channels of the Corean 
coast, filled with hidden dangers. The tides rise and fall 
there thirty feet, with a current of eight or nine knots an 
hour. ‘The result of English and French experience is to 
build vessels for this service, of from six to ten feet draft of 
water, withdouble screws. The French have in China foar 
or five of this class of small the English about 
fourteen. Vessels for service in China should each have one 
or two steam-launches, which wouldf{be ly service- 
able in towing scows, in case it became necessary to convey 
troops. 


_ 10. He recommends that an order should be issued 
by the Department in relation toour vessels in the China 
seas moving during the hurricane months. The com- 
manding c‘ficers of foreign sq s never move their 
ships during the hurricane season, while, as far as I can 
learn, our vessels are moving all the time, whereas, if when 
no concentrated action is required, the commanding offi- 
cer of the Asiatic fleet, previous to the hurricane season, 
should distribute his vessels at those points where Amer- 
ican interests require the greatest protection, it would 
save the ships from being racked to pieces in these most 
inclement seasons. 

11. Attention is called to the unprotected condition 
of our citizens among the islands in the Pacific, and it 
is pro that “at least four of our vessels should 
visit during the year the groups of islands in that quar- 
ter inhabited by people scarcely civilized ay 
yet, to recognize the rights of foreigners, and to whom 


guns make a stronger @ than any pencontngret mer- 
chants or missionaries. e groups that should be par- 
ticularly visited are the Society, Navigators, 


Marquesas, 
Tonga, Fejee, New Caledonia, Solomons, and New Gui- 
nea,! south of the equator, and the Caroline, Ladone, 
and Marshall’s Islands, north of the equator. Some of 
these islands are becoming cupping-ginsee for steamers. 
The Fejee Islands are the depot of an American line, 
from San Francisco to A ia, and the natives are en- 
gaged in raising a considerable crop of very fine cotton, 
which iscarried in our steamers to Australia on their 
way cut, or to San Francisco on their return. Most of 
the voyages of our men-of-war to these islands could be 
made pretty quickly under sail, by taking advantage of 
the trade winds, using their steam only in calms or 
among the coral reefs. For such our small 
wooden vessels are well adapted, and ironc are not 
needed ; but we feel the want of the latter class of ves- 
sels on foreign stations, where our ships encounter the 
ironclads of Great Britain, France, Russia, and Prussia, 
which latter is becoming a very respectable naval power. 
I would therefore,” the report adds, “recommend & 
small oe of iron-plated bee oy F ge oe two 
heavy rifled guns. wi 
us, = could successfully build. Osnstructed 
of iron, these would last many years, and could cruise 
under sail or steam, as occasion might require. 

12. .The nr eng oe ep of signals is recom- 
mended for adoption ins of Rogers's ‘or 
“Code to Ships of War,” recommended by the 
Office. “Complaints are made by commanding 
that they cannot communicate with American or 
merchant vessels, owing to a want of proper 
While almost every foreign vessel and many of our 
merchant ships are furnished with the i 
code, our national vessels have of the kind. 

13. In 1852 we had on hand 1,610,000 cubic feet of 
live oak timber, which was expended during the late 
war and has not been replaced. owes it tothe 
Navy, Admiral Porter urges, to appropriate 
necessary to purchase the above quantity of 
also of copper and of iron expended frem 

recommends that the 


He improved 

chine be introduced into the navy-yards. 
mostly build onal — vessel, this 
much decrease pense, 
knees, etc., which we have di in cutting 
natural state. The report calls attention also to 
dition of our na and that “a 
portunity is now ted to improve the Norfolk ¥. 
on # new plan, g tothe future wants of the 
try. eg can easily be extended for 
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the wooden piers lasting but a short time in those waters 
—two timber sheds for the of timber, coal 
sheds for the various departments, an iron-plating shop, 
a smithery for the department of steam engineering, four 
ship-houses of iron, four launching — and 
quarters for officers, all of which can be built within the 
yocent limits of the yard. Nothing has been done at 

eléna since the Navy-yard again came into our posse: 
sion. The improvement of this piece of ground ought to 
be commenced on some well-defined plan, the execution 
of which will run through several years, This plan 
should embrace the filling up of the marshes to the level 
of the upland, a quay wall of granite,and an interior 
wall separating Government from private property, after 
the purchase of more land on the Helena side. Also the 
construction of building sheds and parks pertaining to the 
several departments. This Navy-yard must ultimately 
become the most important in the United States, as it 
will not be ible to inerease the area of any of the 
Northern yards, while at Norfolk some three hundred 
acres can be obtained at a reasonabie cost. This should 
be purchased before land advances in price, as it is cer- 
tain to do within afew years. An iron floating dock, to 
suit the basin now existing at Pensacola, should also be 
constructed. The dock lately appropriated for by Cén- 
gress wili not suit the p A different kind will 

required, and such a one as will be necessary cannot 
be built and carried around by sea. The iron will huve 
to a to Pensacola, and the dock constructed on the 
Spo’ 

14. The Admiral does not favor our system of re- 
ceiving ships, and suggests that the ship-of-the-line now 
used as a receiving ship at Norfolk be placed in perfect 
sea-going condition, and receive on board the recruits 
from Boston, Now York, and Portsmouth, N. H., to pre- 
pare them for their duties before they go on a regular 
cruise. This vessel can cruise from port to port, picking 
pd ry many seamen on the way, and do more for the 

of the recruits than can probably be effected on 
board an ordinary receiving ship, stationed permanently 
at either of our seaports, where the men are exposed to 
temptations of every kind, and take the first opportunity 
to desert. If this plan is not pursued, the receiving 
ships should at least be thoroughly overhauled and re- 
paired, and the time of the recruits ocoupied in pre- 
paring them for their duties. 
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REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 


ORDERED. 


DecemBer 14.—Passed Assistant Paymaster He: C. Machette, 

to special an A New Lao at og > sre eve 
R 15. er . Crosman, tem - 

mand of the Marion. : a 


nee, gmenent Engineer George W. Stivers, to the Navy-yard, 
Deceusen 16.—Midshipman Geo. A. Vai 
ee — ae Geo. A. Vail, to the Wyoming on the 
Assistant Surgeon Charles L. Cassin, to the Worcester. 
December 19.—Master Huntingtou Smith, to the Michigan. 
Jasper Coghlan, to the Mohican, by steamer of the 30th 


Carpenter Jobn L. Davis, to the Ossipce, by steamer of the 30th 


DETACHED. 


Decemser 14.—Passed Assistant Paymaster A. H. Nelson, from 
special duty at New Orleans, and ordered to settle accounts. a 
nee 15.—Surgeon Thomas N. Penrose, from the Swatara, 


Surgeon a Wella, trons ‘ih Ww; 

. M. We rom the Wyoming, and ordered to th 

Canandaigua on the 3d of January next. “ 
Surgeon Thomas Hiland, from the Jroquois, and ordered to the 


Assistant Su m F. M. Dearborne, from the W 
South Atlantic Fleet, snd ordered to return to the United pietene” 
Assistant 1 enry Stewart, from the Severn, and ordered 
to the Canandaigua on the 3d of January next. 
December 16.—Lieutenant-Commanders 8. W. Terry and Chas. 
D. Sigsbee, Lieutenants Wm. T. Burwell, Chapman C. Todd, A. H. 
Vail, and Henry E. Nichols, Master E. H. C. Leutze, Midshipmen 
Chas. H. Lyman, M. C. Dimock, F. L. Ludlow, J. B. Collins, and J. 
B. Mil Chaplain Geo. A. Crawford, Gunner Wm. Wilson, Car- 
nter P. T. Ward, First Assistant Engineers E. J. Whittaker, and 
B. from the Severn, and ordered to the Worcester. 
Surgeon Wm. Lowber, from the Severn, and ordered to the Wor- 
cester as fleet surgeon of the North Atlantic Fleet. 
Chief D. B. Macomb, from the Severn, and ordered to 
the Worcester as fleet engineer of the North Atlantic Fleet. 
Edward Foster, from the Severn, and ordered to settle 





accounts. 
Assistant ee Geo. P. Bradley, Sailmaker J. C. Chavalier, 


and 


ing orders. 
ieut t-C. der M. L.. Johnson, Master Frank W. Nichols, 
Renpes. A. Hudson, Chief Engineer Chas. H. Baker, and First 
tt Engineer Geo. W. Sensner, frem the Worcester, and 
Surgeoe CH vate the Naval Laborat t New York 
. e, from the Nav ory at New Yor! 

and ordered to the Benicia, Asiatic Fleet, by steamer of the Ist of 

gouryeon H. C, Nelson, from the Benicia, and ordered 
a! Yoko a napa. cia, an to the Naval 

r Jobn A. Dixon, from the W ered 

Naval Stat n, New Lonivn, ™ orcester, and ord to the 
omas lone, from temporary ordnance duty at 
ew York, and ordered tothe Canandaigua on the 3d of January 


DrcemBenr 18.—Passed Assistant S W. 8. Bowen, from th 
Borr-qust, New York, and ordered to the Naval Hospital, N orfolk, 


a. 
Passed Assistant Surgeon D. McMurttrie, fro: ivi 
Vermont, and ordered to the Navy-yard, New Yo oT ere 

Assistant Surgeon Wm. 8. Fort, from the Naval Hospital, 
Norfolk, Va.,and ordered to the Wasp, South Atlantic Fleet, by 
“Decuuann I Bosteveia Tenso Choo 

.—Boatsw saac te, from Y 

ordered to return to the United States. z op aamegen 


LIST OF DEATHS 
In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported to the 
Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery fur the week ending 
December 16, 1871: 
Mensy @. Wetmess, epethecs , Novem 26, Governm 
pital for the Insane, Washington city. "0. . a 
wee _ Cativen, landemen (extra), December 1, Naval Hospital, 
Jacob Tucker, seaman, May 1, in the Sailcor’s Home st South- 
Wilco ee ee 
an arrel, painter, November 30, U. 8. steamer Kansas, at 
John Wilson, quarter gunner, November 19, U. 8. steamer Juniata, 


at sea. 
J Robertson, landsman, October 17, U. S. steamer Afonocacy, 


F. Gray, carpenter, December J3, Naval Hospital, Phil- 


Brown, from the Severn, and placed on wait- 
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STAFF REORGANIZATION. 


E are glad to see that a move toward staff re- 
organization has already been made in Con- 
gress, in the bill which we printed last week, al- 
though we should greatly dislike to have that bill 
become a law as it stands. Its introduction, howev- 
er, will lead, we trust, to a comprehensive examina- 
tion and discussion, in Congress and by the best 
minds of the Arm® of the whole subject of army 
organization, with the ultimate preparation and 
passage of suc): a law as will not be merely a change 
from the present system, but a cure of all its vices. 
This we are sure would not be effected by any such 
a law as that proposed by Mr. Wiliams, whose 
main features are calculated simply to substitute 
the system of detail for that of the present perma- 
nent separate staff organization, without any pro- 
visions for securing a class of more highly-educated 
and trained officers to selectfrom. Without ample 
measures to that end, preliminary to any system of 
an impermanent detailed staff, such a system would 
be extremely vicious and mischievous in operation. It 
would result in very much the English staff system, 
admitted to be the worst of any European army, and 
would be as different as possible from that of the 
Prussian army, felt by all intelligent military men 
to be the best in the world, and to have been at the 
bottom of all the recent astounding successes of the 
Prussian army. The Prussian staff is not a perma- 
nent corps, but it is by no means constituted by a 
system of details as proposed in the WILLIAMs bill. 
It gives no chance for nepotism and favoritism or 
caprice, but the widest scope for merit, ambitious 
intelligence, and military zeal. 

By a system of detail we may obviate in a few 
cases the life-long retention on staff duty of an in- 
capable officer; but we open a wide door to evils at 
least as vital, in the accidental, careless, or capricious 
selection by general officers of their staff. This 
must be apparent to all officers who have watched 
the appointments of regimental staff officers. How- 
ever, we shall enter more fully into this part of our 
subject at another time; at present we will consider 
so much of the WitLIams bill as affects the Ord- 
nance Corps and the artillery, namely, the fourth 
section, which is as follows: 


Section 4. That the Ordnance Department and the five regiments 
of artillery as constituted by existing laws shall be consolidated and 
form one artillery and ordnance corps under regimental organiza- 
tion ; and that each regiment shall consist of one colonel, one lieu- 
tenant-colonel, three majors, fifteen captains, twenty-four first 
lieutenants and twenty-four second lieutenants, so that two ma- 
jors, three captains, twelve first and twelve second lieutenants of 
each regiment may at all times be detailable for duty in the arsenals 
and armories of construction and repair, and that the further or- 
ganization continue in force under existing regimental constitution 
as now provided by law without being impaired by this act, 

This proposed consolidation of the Ordnance Corps 
with the artillery is in accord with a crying demand 
from the Army. 

The Ordnance Corps at present embraces one brig- 
adier-general, two colonels, two lientenant-colonels, 
eight majors, sixteen captains, fifteen first and eight 
second lieutenants, with twelve military storekeep- 
ers with the rank of captain. This anomalous ex- 
cess‘of majors and captains, exclusive of military 
storekeepers, for the number of subalterns is due, 
first, to the law of 1853 giving to a lieutenant of en- 





gineers or Ordnance Corps the right to promotion to 


the rank of captain after fourteen years’ service; 
and secondly, to section 6 of the act of March 3, 
1869, which put a stop to promotion in the Ord- 
nance and all other staff corps and departments until 
otherwise directed by law. 

The Ordnance Corps has charge of the arsenals 
and armories,and furnishes to the Army all ord- 
nance stores, under which denomination are com- 
prehended “all cannon and artillery carriages and 
equipments, all apparatus and machines for the ser- 
vice and manceuvres of artillery; all small arms and 
accoutrements and horse equipments; all ammuni- 
tion; all tools and material for the ordnance ser- 
vice; horse medicines, materials for shoeing, and all 
horse equipments whatever for the light artillery.” 
The direction of all operations of the corps is en- 
trusted to a chief of ordnance, who, with the rank 
of brigadier-general, is established at Washington, 
under the immediate orders of the Secretary of War. 
All investigations, or tests of new inventions or im- 
provements in artillery, small arms, or munitions of 
war are in the hands of this corps or bureau, and 
nothing relating to the armament of the troops or 
fortifications is reserved from its control. 

The whole organization, however, is peculiar to 
our service. It is a radical departure from Euro- 
pean organizations, which of itself should not be a 
decisive objection, but which assuredly must call for 
signal, unquestioned efficiency, and for conspicu- 
ously advantageous results in its special operations 
to warrant its continuance. There is no such corps 
in either the French or English army, in both of 
which the functions discharged by our Ordnance 
Corps, for the most part, are entrusted to officers of 
artillery, the remainder being assigned in England 
to what is known as the Control Department, and 
in France and Prussia to the Military Intendance. 
We prefer, however, to look in the direction of Prus- 
sia to see what system has been adopted in that in- 
comparable military machine, and which has fur- 
nished it, in advance of all other armies, with its 
weapons of precision. 

No separate organization the like of our Ordnance 
Corps exists in Prussia. There, as in France and 
England, officers of the artillery, specially selected 
for their demonstrated fitness for these duties, are 
charged with the provision of “ordnance and ord- 
nance stores” as defined in our regulations, together 
with the repair of arms and all that can tend to the 
improvement of the armament of the Prussian 
troops. 

All these duties, together with the regular ser- 
vices of the artillery proper, are under the control 
of a chief of artillery, designated the inspector- 
general of artillery; and it is a defect of the Wi1z- 
LIAMs bill that it provides for no such chief of ar- 
tillery. The Prussian chief of artillery is also as- 
sisted by officers of high rank directly under his 
orders in command of the artillery of the several 
grand divisions and corps. Under him also is a board 
or sub-department of war, composed of artillery offi- 
cers specially charged with duties such as are dis- 
charged by our Ordnance Corps. But this board is 
not permanent. It is constituted by detail, founded, 
however, upon a system of special instruction, train- 
ing, and service which secures a class of officers for 
detail or selection utterly wanting under our present 
system, and which should be provided for at once, as 
the foundation of all substantial reform in our ar- 
tillery and ordnance organization. A part of that 
instruction is derived from a special school for artil- 
lery and engineers, for those two special services are 
rightly understood by Prussian military men to be 
too closely allied in their functions to be very differ- 
ently trained. In Prussia, the education which is 
gained by lads at a school, however excellent and 
thorough, like that at West Point, is only regarded 
in its right aspect—a mere foundation te the higher 
range of instruction that can only come with ma- 
turer years. Therefore a special school of artillery 
and engineers is provided for officers after they shall 
have passed three years with their regiments or 
corps. Something of the like character—which the 
school at Fortress Monroe does not supply—must be 
provided by any comprehensive law for the reor- 
ganization of our artillery and ordnance. It will 
not necessarily involve a large expenditure, and may 
be advantageously established at West Point as an 
extension of the course of instruction there, fash- 





ioned very closely upon the Prussian school for ar- 
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tillery and engineer officers. We must have such 9 
school sconer or later, and the sooner the better for 
the character and elevation of the American Army, 
staff and line. 

We have thus presented some of the salient rea- 
sons which, as we believe, make it imperative to do 
away with our present separate permanent Ord- 
nance Corps, and assign its several duties and ser- 
vices in chief part to a reorganized Artillery Corps, 
as far as practicable upon the Prussian model, and 
in part to officers of a Department of Military Ad- 
ministration. There are other material reasons all 
pointing to the same result, which we shall present 
in another article, with views of what are necessary 
to be provided for by law to effect such a reorgani- 
zation of our artillery as is imperative to raise our 
service up to the level of the times. 








THERE seems to be some fear lest the British Gov- 
ernment should gain an advantage over us before 
the Geneva Conference by establishing, with the 
help of the Spanish government, a parallel between 
the escape from England of the famous Confederate 
eruiser, the Alabama, with results so injurious to the 
commerce of the United States, and the departure 
during and since 1869, from this country of the 
steamers Hornet, Florida, Virginius and Upton, with 
alleged hostile purposes toward Spanish authority 
in Cuba. Indeed, it is very certain that the Euglish 
commissioners will endeavor to make out something 
like a parallel, and in this effort will be zealously 
aided by Spanish officials to the very verge of offen- 
sive intermeddling. But no possible labor can de- 
velop the least resemblance between the case of the 
Alabama and that of.either of the American vessels 
we have named. 

The Hornet, for example, we doubt not, was dis- 
patched in 1869, from Philadelphia, to be sold to the 
Cubans as a vessel of war to be employed against 
the Spanish flag. Nevertheless, nothing which had 
been done upon her up to the time of her departure 
warranted her seizure for any breach or intended 
infraction of the neutrality laws of the country. 
Her ultimate destination ga¥e no such warrant, for 
by aclear and positive decision of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, it was ruled long ago 
that, “ there is nothing in our laws, or in the laws of 
nations, that forbids our citizens from sending armed 
vessels [the Hornet, however, was never armed in 
this country], as well as munitions of war, to any 
foreign port for sale. It is a commercial adventure 
which no nation is bound to prohibit, and which only 
exposes the persons engaged in it to the penalty of 
confiscation.” 

But the Hornet, as we have said, left Philadelphia 
unarmed, and regularly cleared for the British port 
of Halifax. There, it so happened, her character was 
officially investigated and she was permitted to 
clear and depart. Hence, assuredly, so far as Eng- 
land is concerned she can gain nothing from the 
case of the Hornet’; for if that vessel were not found 
obnoxious to seizure at Halifax by the British Gov- 
ernment, she could not possibly have been subject to 
detention by the American Government before leav- 
ing Philadelphia. It was not until she had left 
Halifax that the Hornet formally changed owners 
and flag, and received her officers, crew, armament 
and munitions as a navalvessel. Afterwards, forced 
by want of coal, she entered an American!port, where 
she was at once seized by our Government, and only 
released afterflong detention, under heavy bonds 
that she should not be employed either as an armed 
vessel against Spain, or in connection with arm- 
el expeditions against that power from the 
United States. Thus itis plain that even had the 
United States Government been negligent in suffer- 
ing the Hornet to get to sea from Philadelphia, which 
it was not, she promptly, and before the Hornet 
nad had any opportunity to inflict the least injury 
to Spain, put it beyond the power of her owners to 
use that vessel in violation of our neutrality laws. 

Under these circumstances the Hornet was given 
up to owners who established that they had mean- 
while purchased her, and it will not be asserted that 
she has violated her bond. She made indeed one 
voyage from Aspinwall, and landed in Cuba an in- 
considerable cargo of arms and ammunition for the 
Cubans, with -some forty or fifty passengers, all 
taken on board in a foreign port. In this voyage, 

however, she was a mere blockade runner, a com- 





mercial vessel. Restrained by the United States to 
keep the peace against Spain, no attempt has been 
made to arm and fit the Hornet to ravage Sj;*nish 
commerce. 

The Florida was seized in the port of New York, 
when about to sail upon’ an -alleged commercial 
venture, with arms and ammunition. She was 
neither armed nor fitted to receive an armament at 
the time; yet she was held for months in the inter- 
est of Spain. Finally, when a trial was forced by 
her owners, no evidence was adduced against her, 
and Judge Blatchford, of the U. 8. District Court, 
after directing her release, refused to give a certifi- 
cate applied for—of “reasonable grounds for seiz- 
ure.” Afterward, like the Hornet, the Florida sailed 
by way of Halifax for the West Indies, where she 
has been, without any effort to annoy or disturb 
Spanish commerce, or, in fact, being in the condition 
todo so. She has not even made or attempted to 
make a voyage to Cuba. The Virginiue did make a 
voyage from a Venezuelan port to Cuba, with an 
insignificant cargo of military supplies for the Cu- 
bans, and less than sixty persons. She was never 
armed, never in any way made capable of cruising 
against Spanish commerce, and never was anything 
more than a commercial vessel. 

Nor can it be said that the Upton was more than 
a blockade runner in the single voyage she made 
from the United States to Cuba. Before her depart- 
ure from New York application was made for her 
seizure ; due official investigation was then made, 
and as her whole cargo had been taken on board 
under the eye of a United States marshal, nothing 
was found to justify her detention. 

The fact is, no vessel fitted out or leaving the 
United States has ever been employed against Spain 
upon the high seas, either like the Alabama or as a 
privateer, and any serious assertion to that effect in 
any quarter deserves to be met by our Government 
as frivolous and venstions. 





WE have received through the courtesy of the 
War Department a complete copy of all the proceed- 
ings of the St. Louis Board of Army officers, con- 
vened in the spring of 1870, to consider the question 
of re-armament of the regular force, of which a sy- 
nopsis only has been published. The entire document 
is too voluminous for a single issue, and we have se- 
lected as a first instalment the portion relating ex- 
clusively to arms, which distinctively represent 
three different types of breech system, and are, 
moreover, most conspicuous in the competition fcr 
State patronage. The reports of trials with the 
Ward-Burton and Remington, as heretofore pub- 
lished, have been limited to a single trial of the for- 
mer, and two of the latter. The Peabody, not hav- 
ing been one of the six arms “ named in order of 
merit,” no notice whatever of any of the trials of 
its relative excellency has previously appeared in 
the Ordnance Memoranda, or our own columns. 
The excerpts we give this week are the complete 
official reports as to these arms. The trials prose- 
cuted at St. Louis were conducted by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Potter, of the Fourth Infantry, and in 
point of exactness of detail and thoroughness of ex- 
periments, are examples for all succeeding commis- 
sions. As authorities upon the working and endur- 
ing capacity of breech-actions, the character of the 
mechanism and the number of parts entering into 
different systems, the several reports rendered by 
this accomplished officer are a final and decisive re- 
sort for all desirous of information. Next week it 
is our purpose to publish the entire report of the 
board upon the Martini-Henry gun. Meanwhile, 
we commend a perusal of current instalment to the 
members of State boards and the general public. 








Tne Grand Duke ALEXIs has departed for Can- 
ada, where he purposes to make a short visit in as 
quiet a manner as possible. During his stay in Bos- 
ton he visited the Charlestown Navy-yard, where 
he was entertained most agreeably by Rear-Admiral 
STEEDMAN. The attention shown in this country 
to the young Russian prince has excited much com- 
ment in Europe. The Russians are naturally greatly 
pleased at the evidence it gives of good feeling to- 
ward their country ; the French express themselves 
equally satisfied at the same exhibition; and the 
Germans seem to be correspondingly critical, ironi- 








cally warning us that we shall attract to our shores 





all the younger sons of royal families, who are but 
little accustomed to receive such marked attention 
at home. 


THE Commissioner of Pensions decided as fol- 
lows upon the construction to be given to the act 
of February 14, 1871: “That the provisions of said 
act are limited to those ‘who served sixty days in 
the war with Great Britain ;’ that, so far as the pur- 
poses of this act are concerned, the war terminated 
with the date of the ratification of the treaty of 
peace by the Senate of the United States, viz., Feb- 
ruary 17, 1815; and that, to entitle a soldier to credit 
for service rendered after the date of the ratification 
aforesaid, his enlistment must bave occurred during 
the war, ¢. ¢., between June 17, 1812, and February 
17, 1815, and must have been continuous from such 
enlistment to the date of his dischargé, subsequent 
to the treaty of peace.” 











Our readers will find our Army information this 
week arranged on a new system, which has been 
adopted with reference to obtaining the benefits of 
a more correct classification than we have hitherto 
had. The pages of the JOURNAL devoted to Army 
news present in this number a cadre of what we in- 
tend them to be. With the assistance of the offi- 
cers of the Army, we shall be able to amply fill out 
this skeleton—give each week a full history of every 
organization in the service during that period. To 
this end we ask regular correspondence from every 
regiment, company, and post. 








DEspPaTcHEs from Tucson, Arizona, state that 108 
men, including 70 Indians, have pleaded “Not guilty” 
to indictments charging them with being implicated 
in the Camp Grant Apache massacre. They will be 

tried immediately. Tucson despatches say that the 
Apache Mojave Indians who murdered Loring and 
party at Wickenburg, have fled from Dale Creek 
Reservation to the mountains. 








WE are glad to see that the New York Zvening 
Post comes to the support of the position we have 
taken {in favor of staff organization for the Ar- 
my. The subject is one that is sure to engage the 
attention of Congress, and the necessary reform is 
destined to come eventually. The anomalies and — 
old-time distinctions of our present system must be 
sweptaway, and bring the Army up to the de- 
mands of to-day. 


THE United States Senate has adopted the follow- 
ing resolution offered by Senator Carl Schurz of 
Missouri : 

Resolved, That the President be requested, if in his opinion it be 
not incompatible with the public interests, to communicate to the 
Senate what questions with Spain, growing out of the affairs of 
Cuba, and not comiag within the jurisdiction of the Claims Com- 
mission, now in session, are at present pending. Alao the instrue- 
tions to our naval commanders in Cuban waters for the purposes 
stated in the President’s message, and also whether any and what 
attacks on the lives and property of American citizens, and the 
dignity of the flag have occurred to make itappear that the latter 
are now in greater danger than before such instructions were 
issued. 


From the €verland Qhina Mail we learn that the 
American scientific mission that lately arrived in Japan, 
consisting of General Horace Capron and staff, has had 
an audience of the Mikado and has been otherwise en- 
tertained at the capital. Aportion of the staff is shortly 
to start for the north for mineral and agricultural sur- 
vey, tc develop the resources of Yeddo. 


























GENERAL Charles N. Browne has been nominated Pen- 
sion Agent at Cincinnati, vice William E. Davis, to be 
removed. General Browne is a one-legged soldier, and 
by his appointment all the pension offices in Ohio. will 
be filled by one-legged soldiers. 








JupGE McKenna of Dayton, Ohio, decided, December 
18, in a test case, that the inmates of the Soldiers’ Home 
have no right to vote in the county elections. 








Tur two years’ lease by the United States of the Bay 
of Samana having expired, our flag has been taken 


down. 


TxE following new publications have been received 
from the publishers: 
Tue Docr D B hi : 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE GEBHART V. THE KRUPP GUN. 
Tothe Edilor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sim: Artillery officers are under obligations to you 
for reprinting Captain Michaelis’s translation of the me- 
Ongtain ‘ and so readil = ued eo Cage ou 

in N., 80 y accep y Captain Mi- 

may be questi Our immediate object, how- 

ever, is to request Captain M. to add to the interest and 
increase the value of his translation by a ding a copy 
of the firing record of the board convened at the Wash- 
ington arsenal in 1868, to report on the Gebhart gun. 
This board conducted a few experiments to determine 
the relative accuracy and yee | of fire of the Krupp 
38-inch gun and our 3-inch muzzle-loader. Not a great 
many rounds were fired, some thirty or forty, we believe, 
but enough to convince the lookers-on that the Krupp 
was superior in neither respect. If Captain M. will 

be kind enough to procure the record and publish it as 
an addendum to his report, something of use in any dis- 
cussion which may follow the publication of Captain 
Nicaise’s Memoire will have been contributed, and we 
shall be under renewed obligations to Captain — 


¥ [We will endeavor to procure a copy of the report and 
publish it—Ep. JouRNAL.] 


DESERTION AND ITS CAUSES. 
To the Hditor of the Army and Navy Journal. Se 
Sir: Although the article in your issue of last week 
signed “‘ Justice,” presents no doubt the prominent caus- 
es of desertion from the regiments which undergo the 
hardships and dangers of our frontier posts, what can be 
said to explain the large number of desertions from the 
artillery regiments which garrison our permanent forti- 
fications, and from such of the cavalry and infantry as 
are comfortably and pleasantly located ? We have given 
the subject serious thought, and would like to offer the 
following as my | the causes which first renders de- 
sertion a subject of familiar reflection to the recruit, and 
finally leads him to commit the overt act. We refer to 
the present method of settling the soldier’s accounts, and 
the exceeding forbearance with which those high in au- 
thority seem to the crime of desertion, the worst 
of all military offences in its demoralizing influence 
upon the Army. The great event of a soldier's life in 
time of peace is pay-day. Its cohesive attraction is so 
great that without it the land forces would not remain 
united for a single day. It is the key note, to which the 
military heart responds with emotions as varied as the 
physical and moral conditions of the men; its apprecia- 
tion is beyond the power of words to describe, and all 
look forward to it as the time when the means will be 
forthcoming to gratify their simple wants. To the re- 
cruit, however, —- isa delusion and a mockery de- 
void of any real advan to him, for when his name is 
called and he steps forward,to the pay table, is is only to 
be told there is nothing due him, that his clothing ac- 
count, tailor’s bill, debts due the laundress and for tobac- 
co, have not only absorbed all of his first allowance of 
pay, but have eaten largely into all he can earn in the 
next two, perhaps four, months. 
From this decision there is no appeal, and the recruit 
learns that the pa: ter and the battery or company 
commander control his pay, and that his functions end 
when he acknowledges by his signature to the muster 
roll that he has earned the amount stated. As this turn 
of affairs is not understood he seeks enlightenment from 
the first sergeant, who shows him something like the fol- 
lowing: Issued at the depot or where first enlisted as 
per descriptive roll. 1 blouse, $2 13; 1 pants, $2 10:2 
shirts, $2 00: 2 drawers, $1 34; 1 cap, $0 44; 2 shoes, 
$2 40; 2 socks, $0 42; 1 blanket $3 11; 1 overcoat, $6- 
; 2 great coat straps, $0 05 ; total $20 43. Issued after 
the battery or company, 1 blouse, $2 13; 1 pants, 
0; 1 jacket, $411; 1 blanket $3 11; total $11 45. 
altering same $13 00; total expenses of outfit, $44- 
for to $1 50; aundress $1 00; to which if there 
added the retained, and the amounts due for stores 
his liabilities amount to about $50 00. 
is total pay for four months will be only $52 00 
clothing allowance but $7 86, and as he has only 
service five or six weeks at the first muster it is 
t that not until he has served for nearly six 
will he receive his first installment of money. 
is but little that pleases him after he learns all 
can see —e — in his ~~ comforta- 
tion, he magni recalls the seeming in- 
of his first settlement with Uncle Sam, and con- 
it in the most unqualified terms. In this state of 
dissatisfactiou he becomes careless and inattentive; he 
of a business which pays nothing, and taking 
of the most favorable opportunity he deserts, 
th him his outfit, which he sells for cash, and 
in some fresh pursuit, more in accordance with 
his ideas of domestic economy. Now the primary cause 
So Seeen, 00 we Dave gat it, is the discontent arising 
from the manner in w the recruit is deprived of his 
in the settlement of his accounts during the first 
or six months heis inservice. The secondary cause, 
the of the crime itself as made known to the 
recruit by hundreds of Court-martial orders, and the im- 
punity with which the convicted escape the olden time 
penalties of the law, which followed the perjured fugi- 
tive from one end of the Army to the other, placed upon 
him the ineffaceable mark of his guilt, and disqualified 
him forever after. 
But who is responsible for this, and what remedies can 
to prevent desertion? Plainly those high in 
authority, who te the interior economy of the 
Army, and revise ings of our military courts. 
The remedies wo would suggest as licable to the 
points under discussion are briefly as ws: Let re- 
officers be careful to ex 


listment, instead of leaving this important duty to the 
disoretion of some non-commissioned officer. 
Lat him receive none but intelligept and reliable men, 
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In settling the clothing account at each pay-day let the 
amount due the United States be divided by six, as it is 
the number of regular 4 oye during the year, and 
the quotient placed on the pay roll as the pro rata 
amount to be paid at each settlement, until the recruit 
again draws clothing, when its money value is added to 
the unpaid portion of the first, and a new quotient is 
obtained and charged. 

This view is entertained by one of the most experi- 
enced officers of the Army, and we give it as his idea and 
not ourown. The effect of this arrangement would be 
to harmonize the present extreme differences, the amounts 
due the United States would be comparatively secure, 
and one of the principal causes which dishearten a sol- 
dier upon his first entry into service would be removed. 
In discussing the second cause we have mentioned, there 
is to our mind but one remedy. Let the punishment for 
desertion be more in conformity with the spirit and let- 
ter of the articles of war. We all know that the majesty 
of the law can only be sustained by insisting upon the 

malties which are a sequence to its violation, and that 
aws are observed or disregarded in proportion to the 
severity of the punishment which they award. In time 
of war a deserter, if apprehended, is shot, because his 
disaffection may, and oftentimes does, endanger the 
safety of the entire Army ; his offence is so great that he 
is classed with the worst of criminals and pays the pen- 
alty of his transgression with his life. In time of peace 
his life is spared but is he on that account less culpable, 
and should he still continue in the service he has dis- 
graced, ready no doubt to betray his flag again, should 
necessity plead strongly in his behalf ? 

Most emphatically no! The Army is no place for him, 
his services are not needed in a country where good ma- 
terial is plenty ; besides, he cannot be trusted and will 
again desert whenever he is disposed. Until the time 
of Mr. Stanton, the late Secretary of War, it was the uni- 
versal custom of Courts-martial to rid the Army, and if 
possible the country, of soldiers found guilty of deser- 
tion. Now, however, according to the gospel of Judge 
Holt, and the decision of other would-be lawyers com- 
manding departments, etc., the penalty for desertion is 
six months’ ball and chain with forfeiture of pay. What 
folly to suppose that moral considerations influence the 
majority of soldiers, and that this sort of clemency in- 
duces a man to atone for his crime and reform his life! 
Having once committed the offence, he is liable to go 
astray again, and probably will and does whenever it 
suits his fancy, as hundreds of instances prove. J.ook at 
the condition of the Army to-day and compare it with 
what it was twelve years ago: then it was well instruct- 
ed and most perfectly disciplined ; now it is imperfectly 
drilled and not altogether reliable. Its status is one 
of constant and unusual change. The tide flows on, and 
with the ebb go hundreds of deserters, and those dis- 
charged ; the flood brings the recruits, (and they of in- 
ferior quality) and the apprehended deserters. To such 
an extent does desertion prevail that the ranks of the 
Army, it may be said, are leavened with the spirit which 
actuates all deserters. An emergency may develop it at 
any time, and when it does what becomes of the tradi- 
tional pride of our regulars? Who can say that they 
will not all desert to the enemy, leaving some heroic 

eral to fight his battles alone, and ponder upon the 
eniency which, based upon a misconception of the ne- 
cessities of the Army, ruined its discipline. 

CLMax. 





THE SOLAR CORONA. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Srr: Considering the very great interest which at- 
taches to the question of the sun’s corona, and the much 
which will be said on the subject when the cable de- 
spatches arrive, perhaps you will give this, from the 
ineland Weekly, a notice or place in your columns 
VINELAND, N. J., December 16, 1871. é.F, 


Monday, December 11, 1871. To-day the sun is 
eclipsed, and in due time the cable will report the re- 
sult of the observations on the corona. Perhaps some- 
thing very simple is yet to solve the whole problem. 
The two questions, Is the corona a solar appendage, and 
what is that appendage ? have shut our eyes to the fact 
that, outside of the sun, beyond any appendage, some- 
thing else is to be seen. Outside of all that can emit 
light is light, a dense, stupendous envelope, shading off 
into less and less, constantly varying in brilliance, form, 
and extent from the sun, with incessantly-varying agi- 
tation in the sun. And light is‘all that we ever see. 
Not only do we never see what reflects light, but no 
more what emits it, be it a live coal,a burning taper, 
or the sun itselfi—we still see only the light emitted. 
So that not only is there light to be seen veyond any 
appendage, but all that is ever to be seen, even looking 
at the heart of the sun, is just such mere light. Then 
the sun is 888,000 miles in diameter, and all round him 
this intense light extends out an equal distance further 
(the corona sometimes reaching a breadth equal to the 
sun’s diameter), only not so bright as the light of the 
sun’s face; sv that when the sun is blotted out there, all 
round him, is this subdued glory, lost in superior bright- 
ness before, but now revealed, the fitting coronet of the 
King of Day! 

Say that one foot represents the diameter of the sun: 
blot out that foot, and there remains a foot on each side 
(and every side) and that stands for the corona: 

Stand twenty rods (or the right distance) from a 
lamp: intercept its flame by something of the precise 
size, and the projected halo will be the literal corona. 
The demonstration is perfect and the necessity abso- 
lute that we must see the sun’s light. 

Equally great is the impossibility of an appendage, 
for that could not extend nearly a million miles from the 
sun, but the light does. 

the spectrum of the corona is just what must be 
expected—different from the solar spectrum—the very 
thing evinced by the test of “observations.” The light 
of the corona is faint, with faint, few lines in its spec- 
trum, not our sunlight with spectrum composite defined : 
the light of the corona—what we see at the side of the 





sun—is identical with our direct sunlight at the eame 
— from the sun, but to us is only refracted, atten- 
uate. 

Whatever observations may yet be reported cannot be 
opposed to this, but must confirm it—alike commentary 
on it and on them. JOSEPH TREAT, M. D. 


THE HAMMOCK AS A LIFE PRESERVER. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: Some time ago I think I published my views in 
your journal on the utility of the Naval hammock as a 
life preserver, quoting largely from some experiments 
made in England by Admiral Ryder’s orders. 

T have recently made some experiments in this port 
through the kindness of a Naval officer, Commander 
O’Neal, and have now to quote from his intelligent letter. 

“ A cotton hammock and cork mattress weighing 164 
Ibs., when furnished with clews, lashing and double 
blanket, weighed 22 lbs., 6 oz., and occupied about the 
same space as one our ordinary hammocks, and was 
lashed as usual for every-day service. 

“ When first put in the water there were five 32-pound 
shot, or 160 lbs., and it sustained their geight six min- 
utes and then began to sink; then two shots were re- 
moved, leaving 96 lbs—the hammock sustained this 
weight ten minutes ; then one shot was removed, leav- 
ing 64 lbs.—this was sustained one hour and five min- 
utes; finally, one shot only was left, and this was sus- 
tained for an indefinite time. Then the 32-pound shot 
was attached to one end of the hammock, and it floated 
for some hours, and would no doubt have continued to 
float, all being thoroughly wet. It required one hour 
and twenty minutes to soak the hammock thoroughly. 
The three hundred and fifty seamen on board of this ship 
(Ohio) observed the experiments with much interest. I 
am satisfied in my own mind that as a means of saving 
life in an emergency, your hammock is better than any- 
thing I have seen. I believe that two men could sup- 
port themselves by it for any length of time.” 

I shall add to the hammock an air pillow as an aux- 
iliary, and will report the result in good time. 
R. B, ForBEs. 








Boston, December 15, 1871. 


REPORT OF THE ST. LOUIS BOARD. 


COMLPETE REPORTS OF ALL THE TRIALS OF THE PEA- 
BODY, WARD BURTON, AND REMINGTON SYSTEMS. 


THROUGH the courtesy of General Dyer we are placed 
in possession of the complete record of the board of 
Army officers convened ‘at St. Louis in March, 1870. 
The portion for which we have space the present week 
relates particularly to the three systems of breech-load- 
ing small arms now most prominently before the public, 
and will be found of very conziderable value, not only 
by members of the National Guard, who are just now 
especially interested in {th® relative merits of breech- 
loaders, but by the different State officials, with whom 
the matter is now, or promises soon to be, a subject of 
consideration. The summary heretofore made public of 
the action of the St. Louis Board was essentially imper- 
fect, simply referring tothe six arms named by the 
Board “in order of merit,” and not giving all the trials 
of these. 

It is worthy of notice that competitors (owners and 
patentees) were not allowed to exhibit their inventions 
in person, the tests being made, without exception, by a 
detail of soldiers from the St. Louis Arsenal. This pro- 
cedure is an especially good example for other arms com- 
missions, as it excludes the unfair results often wit- 
nessed when the guns are manipulated and fired by ex- 
perts who have made the study and practice of a particu- 
lar system their sole occupation for years. 

The report of the Board, rendered in June, named the 
following arms “in order of merit”: First, the Reming- 
ton; second, the Springfield; third, the Sharp’s; fourth, 
the Morgenstern; jifth, the Martinee-Henry ; sizth, the 
Ward-Burton. The recommendation that, “considering 
all the elements of excellence and cost of manufacture,” 
the Remington be adopted for the Army, was not wholly 
concurred in by tha Chief of Ordnance, who, agree- 
ing with the Board in its expression of relative merit, 
ordered that one thousand muskets and three hundred 
carbines of each of the first three arms be issued for 
comparative service, a period of not less than twelve 
months to expire before a determinate issue of the ques- 
tion should be reached. 


THE REMINGTON GUN. 
I. Remington (Ryder), calibre .50. (Barrel with decreased twist.) 
Sent by E. Remington & Sons, Ilion, N. Y. 
_Was dismounted, examined and found to consist of fifty-seven 


eces. 
3 The arm was fired with the Sharp's (Martin) cartridge for 
accu - Target record,No. 1. ‘ 

IIL. This arm was fired for rapidity. Time, 2 minutes 51 seconds. 
Target record, f 11., No. 7. 

iv. Arm tested for endurance : 

First 100 rounds: time, 10 minutes 5 seconds. Barrel much 
fouled and leaded ; dispersion of bulls, 57 by 47 inches. 

Second 100 rounds: time, 9 minutes 55 seconds; dispersion of 
balls, 67 by 70inches. — 

Third 100 rounds: time, 8 minutes 30 seconds; balls wild; two 
eartridges failed to ignite. 

Fourth 100 rounds: time, 8 minutes 19 seconds; balls ranging 
wild and fired into the river. 

Fifth 100 rounds: time, 7 minutes 30 seconds ; balls ranging wild 
and fired into the river; one cartridge failed to ignite. 

Barrel very much fouled and leaded. Two cartridges could not 
be forced into the chamber. In one instance the breech-block flew 
back without coming the case. No signs of wear or weakness, 

V. Arm exposed and fired as prescribed in the fifth test, from 
April 19, to April 28. Arm slightly rusted, but showed: no signs of 
Ean onipned ated SE No gn of wear or wea 

es . No 0 or W eas; 
eome sand was found back of hammer. : 

VII. Arm subjected to salt-water test ; showed no signs of wear 
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VIII. Arm fired with defective cartridges ; showed slight escape 
of gas from the last three cartridges; arm not injured. r 

IX. Arm tested for strength with increased charges. Arm unin- 
jured ; very little escape of gas. ? 

L. The Remington Carbine (twist,one turn in twenty inchés). 
Submitted by E. Remington & Sons. 

Was dismounted, examined and found to consist of fifty-one 

pieces. F Berd trid: 
. The arm was fired, for accuracy, with the Berdan cartridge, 

es. .43 (externally lubricated). | ‘Target record, W I1., No. 1. 

Tlf. The arm was fired for rapidity. Time, 2 minutes 1 second. 

arget record, W 111. No. l. : } ; 
™ further experiments were made with this arm, as sufficient 
cartrid of a suitable character had not been received and the 
other breech mechanism was identical with the others of the 
Remington system. 

1. The Reminglon Carbine, calibre .50. 
Sent from Springfield Armory. 

Was dismounted, examined andjfound to consist of fifty-one 

jieces. : 
. IL. This arm was fired, for accuracy, with the U.S. cartridge. 
Target record, 3 1t., No.1. Two cartridges failed to ignite. : 

No further tests were made with this arm. A similar carbine 
was sent for trial by E. Remington & Sons. 

I. Remington Rifle (Colt’s barrel), No. 2. 
Sent by E. Remington & Sons. 
Was dismounted, exumined and found to consist of fifty-five 


pieces. ss ‘ 

Il. The arm was fired, for accuracy, with Berdan cartridges (ex- 
ternally lubricated). ‘Target record, X 11., No. 1._ 

III. The arm was fired for rapidity. Time, 2 minutes 11 seconds. 
Target record, X111-, No. 1. 

IV. Arm tested for endurance: : ’ 

First 100 rounds: time, $ minutes 56 seconds; dispersion of balls, 
22 by 16 inches. , . 

Second 100 rounds: time 6 minutes 22 seconds; dispersion of 
balls, 12 by 19 inches. 

Third 100 rounds: time, 5 minutes 42 seconds; dispersion of balls, 
21 by 18 inches. , ¥ 

Fourth 100 rounds: time,6 minutes 30 seconds: dispersion of 
balls, 24 by 19 inches. 

Fifth 100 rounds: time, 7 minutes 25 seconds; dispersion of balls, 
l%by 13 inches. Two cartridges would not enter the chamber. 

No further experiments were made with this arm, as the breech 
mechanism is identical with the Remington rifle, calibre .50, No, 4. 
Remington Rifle, No. 3, calibre .44 (twist one turn in twenty inches). 
Sent by E. Remington & Sons. 

Was dismounted, examined and fonnd to consist of fifty-five 

ieces. 
e The arm was fired, for accuracy, with Bardan cartridges, calibre 
.43 (externally lubricated). Target record, Y 11., No. 1. 

The arm was fired for rapidity. Time, 2 minutes 20 seconds. 
Target record, ¥ 111., No. 1. ; 

Arm tested for endurance with Berdan cartridge (externally lu- 
bricated): - ; 

First 100 rounds: time, 6 minutes 22 seconds ; dispersion of balls, 
19 by 20 inches. 

Second 100 rounds: time,5 minutes 40 seconds; dispersion of 
balls, 17 by 20 inches 

Third 100 rounds: time, 7 minutes 30seconds; dispersion of balls, 
12 by 11 inches. 

Fourth 100 rounds: time,6 minutes 30 seconds; dispersion of 
balls 28 by 12 inches. 

Fifth 100 rounds: time, 7 minutes 3 seconds; dispersion of balls, 
27 by 13 inches. 

Arm worked freely ; barrel slightly fouled; no leading. No fur- 
ther experiments were made with this arm, as the breech mechan- 
ism ie identical with the Remington rifle, calibre .50, No. 4. 


I. Remington Rifle, calibre .51 (No. 5.) (Twist, one turn in thirty 
inches. Arm chamber for U. S. cartridge.) 


Sent by E. Remington & Sons. 


_Was.dismounted, examined and found to consist of fifty-five 
pieces. 

Il. The arm was fired for accuracy with the U.§S. cartridges. 
Target record, A 11., No. 1. 

Ili. The arm was fired for rapidity. Time, 2 minutes 8 seconds. 
age record, A1tt., No. 1. 

1V. Arm tested for endurance: 

First 100 rounds: time, 6 minutes 3 seconds; dispersion of balls, 
27 by 17 inches; three cartridges failed to ignite. 

Second 100 rounds: time, 4 minutes 55 seconds; dispersion of balls, 
30 by 19 inches; two cartridges failed to ignite. 

Third 100 rounds: time, 4 minutes 55 seconds; dispersion of balls, 
23 by 25 inches; six cartridges failed to ignite. 

Fourth 100 rounds: time, 4 minutes 46 seconds; dispersion of 
balls, 18 by 144 inches; three cartridges failed toignite. The front 
sight dropped off during the firing of the fourth 100 rounds. 

ifth 100 rounds: time, 4 minutes 30 seconds; dispersion of balls, 
23 by 16 inches ; two cartridges failed to ignite. 

The arm worked freely; barrel slightly fouled; no leading. 

No further experiments were made with this arm, as the breech 
mechanism was identical vith Remington rifle, calibre .50, No. 4. 


I. The Remington (Spanish)jRifle, calibre .43. 
Sent by E. Remington & Sons. 


"Was dismounted, examined and found to consist of fifty-five 
Pieces. 

IL. The arm was fired with the Berdan cartridge, calibre .42, for 
accuracy. Target record. g11., No.1. 

This arm was fired for rapidity. 
Taaget record, g1it., No. 1. 

‘The arm was fired for accuracy at a target 280 yards distance with 
Berdan cartridges, calibre .42. Target record, g1., No.2. And 
again fired for accuracy with Berdan cartridges, calibre .43, with 
— at 280 yards. Target record, gu., No.3. 

ILL, Arm tested for endurance: 

Target 100 yards distance. Berdan cartridge, calibre .42. 

First 100 rounds: time, 5 minutes 15 seconds; dispersion of balls, 
20 by 23 inches. 

nd 100 rounds: time, 5 minutes 15 seconds; dispersion of balls, 
21 by 28 inches. 

Third 100 rounds: time, 5 minutes 21 seconds; dispersion of balls, 
29 by 31 inches. 

Fourth 100 rounds: time, 4 minutes 55 seconds; dispersion of 
balis, 27 by 23 inches. 

: — 100 rounds,;: time, 5 minutes; dispersion of balls, 25 by 30 
inches. 

The arm worked freely throughout this test; the barrel very 
slightly fouled ; no signs of leading; no difficulty on account of the 
— patch was experienced in loading. 

he firing-pin spring broke at the end of the third 109 rounds; 
on examination it was found that the broken spring was flawed 
half way through. 

This arm was not tested further, as the breech mechanism was 
identical with the Remington rifle, calibre .50, No. 4. 

The experiments with this arm were made to test a cartridge 
j= = patch of calibre .42 in an arm of calibre .43, with cartridge not 

ubricated externally. 


Remington Rifle, modified so as to load at the half-cock, calibre .50''. 
Sent by Colonel Schofield. 

1 ‘Was dismounted, examined, and found to consist of fifty-five 
Pieces. 

If. This arm was fired with U. S. cartridges for accuracy. 
Toes record, Git., No. 1. : 

III. The arm was fired for rapidity. Time, 2 minutes 38 seconds; 
one a failed to ignite; barrel slightly leaded. Target record, 
Gu11., No. 1. 

IV. Arm tested for endurance: 

First 100 rounds: time, 11 minutes; one cartridge failed to ig- 
nite; barrel slightly touled; distance between extreme shots, 30 
inches; cases extracted with difficulty. 

Second 100 rounds: time, 10 minutes 30 seconds; one cartridge 
failed to ignite ; distance between extreme shots, 34 inches. 

Third 100 rounds: time, 11 minutes; six cartridges failed to ex- 
plode; distance between extreme shots, 68 inches. 

Fourth 100 rounds: time, 12 minutes; six cartridges failed to ig- 
nite; bails ranged wild. 


Time, 2 minutes 21 seconds. 


Fifth 100 rounds: time, 11 minutes; five cartridges failed to ex- 
plode; shots all over target. 

The arm worked well throughout the test; many of the cases 
Were drawn with difficulty; the mainspring 


worked with much frjc- 





tion on the hammer, and small particles of iron were found in the 
eech mechanism; barrel much fouled and leaded. 

V. Arm was exposed and fired, as prescribed in the 5th test, from 
April 7 to April 16, and worked freely throughout this trial; no ad- 
ditional signs of weakness. 

VI. The arm was subjected to the sand test, and worked freely 
throughout this test; some sand was found on the inside of the 
guard-plate among the springs. 

VII. Arm subjected to the salt water test. It was rusty, but 
worked freely. ; 

VIII. Arm fired with defective cartridges. There was a slight 
escape of gas from the fifth, and much gas escaped from the sixth 
cartridge ; piece uninjured. 

IX. Test of strength by firing increased charges. After the sec- 
ond charge the breech-block moved very stiffly; the lower portion 
of the barrel was pressed against the breech-block; the lower por- 
tion of the chamber was enlarged. 


Remington Rifle (Springfield barrel), No. 4, calibre .50'' 
Sent from Remington & Sons. 


I. Was dismounted, examined, and found to consist of fifty-five 
pieces. 

Il. This arm was fired with the Sharp’s (Martin) cartridge for 
accuracy. Target record, Z1., No. 1. 

ILf. he arm was fired for rapidity. 
Target record, Z1u., No. 1. 

V. Arm tested fur endurance with U. S. cartridges: 

First 100 rounds: time, 7 minutes 5 seconds; four cartridges 
failed to ignite; dispersion of balls, 25 by 21 inches. 

Second 100 rounds: time, 5 minutes 28 seconds; one cartridge 
failed to ignite ; dispersion of bails, 22 by 19 inches. 

Third 100 rounds: time, 4 minutes 57 seconds; dispersion of balls, 
2056 by 23 inches. 

Fourth 100 rounds: time, 5 minutes 7 seconds; two cartridges 
failed to ignite; dispersion of balls, 24 by 20 inches. 

Fifth 100 rounds: time, 4 minutes 40 seconds ; one cartridge failed 
to ignite ; dispersion of balls, 24 by 20 inches. 

The arm worked freely throughout this test; the barrel was very 
little fouled ; no leading; uo signs of weakness or wear im any of 
the parts. 

Vv. Arm was exposed and fired as prescribed in the 5th test; it 
Was very rusty, but worked freely throughout, and showed no 
signs of weakness or wear in any of the parts. 

VI. Arm was subjected to the sand test, and worked freely ; 
some sand was found on the inside of the guard-plate among the 
springs. 

Vii. Arm subjected to salt-water test, and though very rusty, 
worked freely; no signs of weakness. 

VIII. Arm fired with defective cartridges. No apparent escape 
of gas in the first three; the case ot the second extracted with ditti- 
culty; gas escaped in the fourth and fifth, and in the sixth cart- 
ridge a flame was seen above the breech-block; it worked freely 
and was not injured. 

IX. Arm tested for strength with increased charges. After the 
second charge, the breech was opened with difficulty; another shell 
was not easily,extracted; the chamber was slightly enlarged near 
the extractor; the piece otherwise uninjured. 

The breech-block of this arm differs from the’ one submitted to 
the Board from the Springfield Armory, in that it is without a 
groove in its front, underneath the barrel, and issomewhat stronger 
in rear of the pivotal pin; the shell, extructor is placed somewhut 
nearer the bottom of the chamber. 

I. The Remington Rifle, No. 286, calibre .50. 
Sent from Springfield Armory. 

Was dismounted, examined, and found to consist of fifty-five 
pieces. 

If. This arm was fired with U. 8. cartridge for accuracy. 
record, A1., No. 1. 

IL[{. This arm was fired for rapidity. Time, 2 minutes 55 seconds. 
Target record Art No.1. Three cartridges failed to ignite. 

Owing to some uncertainty in timing, twenty cartridges were 
fired; time, 2 minutes 8 seconds; three tuiled to ignite. 

IV. This arm was tested for endurance : 

First 100 rounds: time, 14 minutes; ten cartridges failed to ignite; 
barrel fouled, but not leaded. 

_ Second 100 rounds: time, 15 minutes; seven cartridges failed to 


Time, 2 minutes 3 seconds. 


Target 


ignite. 

Third 100 rounds: time, 13 minutes; three cartridges failed to 
ignite. 
_ Fourth 100 rounds: time, 12 minutes; seven cartridges failed to 


ignite. 

Fifth 100 rounds: four cartridges failed at the 67th round; the 
breech-block struck after it was thrown back, and was closed with 
slight blows on the breech-block; the firing was continued, the 
breech-block working freely. 

The arm, with the above-mentioned exceptions, worked freely 
throughout the trial; shells were extracted easily; barrel was 
fouled, but not more so than at the end of the first 10u rounds, and 
was slightly leaded. 

The arm was cleaned, examined, and it was found that the tubing 
had perceptibly started forward at the muzzle. (The barrel wus a 
Springfield, calibre .58, reduced to calibre .50 by tubing.) No signs 
of weakness or wear in the breech mechanism. 

The firing-pin strikes .04 of an inch above the centre of cartridge. 

The arm wus not tested any further. 


THE WARD-BURTON GUN. 
I. The Ward-Burton'rifle, calibre™.42. 
Sent by W. G. Wari, New York. 


Was dismounted, examined and found to consist of fifty-nine 
pieces. 

Ii. The arm was‘fired with Berdan cartridges for accuracy. Tar- 
get record, P m., No. 1. 

III. The arm was fired forrapidity. Time,{three minutes. Tar- 
get record, P m., No. 1; arm worked freely. Cases thrown clear of 
piece. 

IV. Arm tested for endurance.* 

First 100 rounds: time, eight minutes forty-five seconds; disper- 
sion of balls, 33 by 16 inches; arm worked with difficulty ; fourteen 
cases were puffed in front of rim at the extractor slat. 

Second 100 rounds: time, nine minutes for ninety cartridges; 
thirty-eight cases were puffed in tront of rim; dispersion of balls, 
20 by 15}inches. The arm could not work any further without 
removing the stock ; several times the rear end of the sleeve cov- 
er slipped over the threads of the locking screw, and the breech could 
not; be closed without pushing the cover back with; the hand. 
The shell extractor slipped in several instances over the rim of the 
case in opening the breech. ‘ 

After the parts had been put in proper position, the third 100 
rounds were fired: time, ten minutes fifty-tive seconds; dispersion 
of balls, 37 by 16} inches. In extracting the third case the sleeve 
cover slipped over the threads of the screw, and was forced back to 
its place by slight blows; cartridges were forced home with difti- 
culty; the sleeve cover slipped over the threads of the locking screw 
four times in this 100 rounds; the extractor slippedj over the base 
of the cartridges several times. 
Arm removed. No further tests made with this arm. 

I. Ward-Burton rifle, calibre .45. 

Sent by W. G. Ward, New York. 


_Was dismounted, examined, and found to consist of fifty-nine 


jieces. 
° II. The arm was fired by the Berdan cartridge (eighty-four grains 
of powder) for accuracy. Target record, O 11., No. 1. 

Five cases split at the shoulder; cases easily extracted. 

III. The arm was fired for rapidity. ime, two minutes eight 
— Six cases split at the shoulder; gas escaped at the 
breech. 

This arm was not subjected to further tests. The cartridges 
supplied were not sufficient. 


I. Ward-Burton rifle,{calibre .50. 

Bend by W. G. Ward, New York. 

_Was dismounted, examined, and found to consist of fifty-seven 
ieces. 

. Il. The arm was fired with the U. 8. cartridge for accuracy. ‘ar- 
get record, N 11, No. 1. 20 ’ ; 
III. The arm was fired for rapidity. Time, two minutes twenty 
one seconds. Target record, N 11., No. 1. 
IV. Arm tested for endurance: 
First 100 rounds: time, five minutes; distance between extreme 
shots, fifty-nine inches ; barrel much leaded. 
Second 100 rounds: time, five minutes thirty-four seconds; dis- 
tance between extreme shots, fifty-seven inches. 





Third 100 rounds: time, five minutes ten seconds; distance be- 
tween extreme shots, fifty-eight inches, j 


Fourth 100 rounds : time, four minutes thirty seconds ; balls wild; 
gun turned on river; barrel very much leaded. 
Fifth 100 rounds: time, four minutes twenty seconds; balls 


thrown on the river. 

Arm worked freely ; no of wear or weakness in any of the 
parts; cases easily extracted, and thrown clear of the piece. 

Vv. This arm was ex and fired as prescribed in the fifth 
from April 7 to April 16; arm rusty, but worked freely: no signa 
of wear or weakoess. 


VI. The arm was subject to the sand test. It worked freely, and 
very little sand was found in the breech mechanism. 

VII. Arm subjected to the salt-water test. The arm was rusty, 
but worked freely ; no si of wear or weakness. 

VIII. Arm fired with defective cartridges; slight escape of gas 
from the last three cartridges. Piece uninjured. 


IX. Arm was tested for strength, with increased charges. Piece 
uninjured ; shells were extracted with difficulty. 


I. The Peabody ( Wessely) rifle, calibre .42. 
Sent by the Providence Tool Company. 


Was dismounted, examined, and found to consist of sixty-six 
pieces. 

Il. The arm” was fired for accuracy with the Berdan cartridge. 
Target record, C u., No.1, Barrel fouled, and slightly leaded. 

ILL. This arm was fired forrapidity. Time, three minutes forty 
seconds. The twenty-first cartridge was inserted into the chamber 
with difficulty; the twenty-fifth could not be inserted, and was 
forced out with the ramrod. The excractor did not extract the 
casys, but started them, and they were removed with the finger. 

IV. Arm tested for endurance. 

First 1¢0 rounds: the seventy-fifth cartridge could not be inserted 
into the chamber, and was forced out with the rimrod; cartridge 
found to be scéred by the paper patches left in front of the cham- 
ber, some of which adhered to and came out with cartridge. 
Distance between extreme shots, forty-seven and a halt inches. 
Arm was removed, and afterward {withdrawn by the Providence 
Tool Company. 

I. The Peabody rifle (Spanish model), calibre_42. 
Sent by the Providence Tool Company. ‘ 

_ Was dismounted, examined, and found to consist of sixty 

eres. 

4 II. The arm was fired with the Berdan cartridge for accuracy. 
Target record, M 11., No.1. 

‘Lhe sixth and eleventh cases were not “ejected by,the extractor, 
and were forced out by the ramrod. 

III. This arm was fired for rapidity. Time for twency-three 
shots, four minutes. The case of the twenty-third round was fore- 
ed out with the ramrod. The cases generally were extracted with 
difficulty. Target record, M u1., No. 1. 

IV. Arm tested for endurance: 

First 100 rounds: time, sixteen minutes; dispersion of balls, 21 
by 154 inches. Cases did not extract easily. The —— portion 
ot them were removed with a screw-driver. T'welve cases were 
forced out with the ramrod. The cases were scored near the base ; 
cartridges did not fit the chamber. 

Arm removed. Inthe second trial for endurance the arm was 
cleaned, and fired from the shoulder, as it could not be w con- 
veniently in the rest. : 

First 100 rounds: time, twenty-eight minutes. ‘This arm was 
worked with ditticulty, and the cases were much scored, Ten 
cases were removed with the ramrod. The test was therefore dis- 
continued. 


I. The Peabody (Springfield transformed), calibre .50. 
Sent by the Providence Tool Company. 

Was dismounted, examined, and found to consist of sixty-four 
pieces. 

Il. The arm was fired with U. 8. cartridge for accuracy. Target 
reccord, Dn., No.1. Four —- failed to ignite. 

III. The arm was fired for rapidity. Time, two minutes fifty- 
five seconds. Arm worked freely. ‘larget record, D 111., No. 1. 

IV. Arm tested for endurance with Berdan cartridge. 

First 100 rounds: time, eleven minutes; distance between ex- 
treme shots, 21} inches. Barrel slightly fouled. 

Second 100 rounds: time, eleven minutes; distance between ex- 
treme shots, 26} inches. 

Third 100 rounds: time, nine minutes; distance between ex- 
toeme shots, 44 inches; general dispersion, 24 inches. One ball 
wild. 

Fourth round: time, eight minutes; distance between extreme 
shots, 204 inches. 

Fifth 100 rounds: time, nine minutes; distance between extreme 
shots, 31} inches. 

The arm worked well throughout this test. Cases in nearly 
every instance were thrown clear of the piece. Barrel slightly 
fouled (18 grains). No leading; no signs of wear or weakness in 
any of the parts, 

V. Arm exposed, and fired as prescribed in the fifth test, from 
April 7 to April 16. The mainspring was very rusty from es- 
cape of gas. Arm was in good working order. 

VI. Arm subjected to the sand test; arm worked stiffiy at first, 
and with a grating noise; much sand was found below the breech- 
block and in the lock. Arm in wor%ing order. 

. VII. Arm subjected to salt-water test. Arm rusty, but worked 
recly. 

VIII. Arm fired with defective cartridges. The sixth cartridge 
totally disabled the arm. ‘The left side of the stock was blown 
away from the front side screw to the comb of the stock. The 
stock was broken.under the lower band, and the stock under the 
breech-block was blown away ; rear side screw broken. 


I. The Peabody (Roumanian), calibre .45. 


Sent by the Providence Tool Company. 


Was dismounted, examined, and found to consist of fifty-nine 
pieces. 
Il. This arm was fixed with Berdan cartridges for accuracy. 
Target record, Fu, No.1. Some of the cartridges were inserted 
into the chamber with difficulty, the rims of the cartridges be- 
ing too thick, 
III. The arm was fired for rapidity. Time for ‘twenty-four 
rounds, three minutes fifteen seconds. The twenty-fifth 
would not enter the chamber ; a portion of the paper patches hay- 
ing collected in front of the chamber. Target secord, F um 
No. 1. - 
IV. Arm tested for endurance: 
First 100 rounds: forty-six cartridges were fred ; the forty-sev- 
enth would not enter the chamber. Arm was worked with diffi- 
culty, aud was removed from the rest. The arm having been 
cleaned, was tested for endurance with the Berdan pga a 
(greased); it was fired from the shoulder, as it would not work 
the rest. Balls fired into river. 
First 100 rounds: time, eight minutes thirty seconds. 
Second 100 rounds: time, nine minutes. 
Third 100 rounds: time, eight minutes twenty seconds. 
Fourth 100 rounds: time, eight minutes fifty-five seconds. 
Fifth 100 rounds: time, eight minutes, seventeen seconds. 
Arm worked freely, but was slightly fouled. No leading; no 
sigus of wear or weakness, 
V. Arm fired and exposed as required in the fifth test, from 
April 19 until April 28. The breech mechanism was Bi 1 The 
arm worked freely, and showed no signs of wear or eae. . 
VI. Arm subjected to sand test. Arm uninjuted ; much send 
yes Senet in the receiver and on the bearing surface of the 
ever. 
VII. Arm subjected to the salt-water test. usty, but in good 
working order. No signs of wear or weakness. 
VIII. Arm fired with defective cartridges. Gas escaped from the 
fifth and sixth cartridges (the fourth did not ignite). On examina- 
tion, after the arm had been cleaned the -block was found 
to be raised at the front end 0.05 inch, ,The upper arm of the 
lever was bent upward. Arm disabled. 
I. The Peabody (Self-cocking), calibre*.42. 

Sent by the Providence Tool Company. 


Was dismounted, examined, and found to consist of sixty-seven 
ieces. 

P'IL The arm was fired for accuracy, using {the Berdan cartridge. 

Target record, b 111, No. 1. 

One cartridge failed to ignite. 

Ill. This arm was fired for} rapidity. Time 

bit, No. 1. 
not enter 
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greased, and the fir- 
failed to ignite. Disper- 


rounds: time, eleven minutes Fe gee seconds— 
jes cartridges failed to ignite. Disper- 


“nine minutes and twenty seconds. 
to ignite. Dispersion of balls, 31 by 


‘Fourth 100 rounds: time, 10 minutes 7 seconds; greased cart- 
of balls, 21 by | a inches ; fifty cartridges failed 
es Ls ight escape of gas at the breech. 
rounds: time, 10 minutes 17 seconds; 
halle, 22 by. 18 inches ; pamty cartridges) failed to te; main- 
spring was too weak ; ‘all the cartrid a except two that failed to 
ignite on the first trial, ignited on second or third trial. 
Arm slightly fouled ; no leading. 
fired and ex as prescribed in the fifth test, from 
April 19 until April 28; extractor iu many instances did not extract 
the cases thoro' y, which were removed by other means. A large 
cartri failed to iguite on first trial, but 
ted on second or third trial. The arm was rusty, but worked 
with the exception of the mamgmny There were no 
other" of weakness in any of the parts. Evident signs of 
mis gas on the - of the breech-block and shell extractor. 
Arm subjected sand test; no signs of ous ‘ 
Some sand was found in yo receiver and by the tri 

VIL. — ] subjected to the salt-water test. Fineo. rusty, but 

we 

VIII. Arm os —_ defective cartridges. Much escape from the 
fourth, fifth, and sixth cartridges; arm uninjured, and was always 
in working order. 

IX. Arm tested for strength by firing incrsased charges. The 
second charge disabled the arm and blew off the base of the. the shell ; 
the receiver was cracked above the hinge screw; the hinge screw 
was slightly bent; the hook of the locking-lever was broken off ; 
the chamber w: as expanded near the extractor slot. 


I. The Peabody Rifle ( Wessely) calibre .42. 
Sent by the Providence Tool Company. 
Was dismounted, examined, and found to consist of sixty-five 
ieces 


P . 
Il. The arm was fired with the Berdan cartridge for accuracy. 
record C m No. 1. 

Ill. The arm was fired for r rapidity. Time, two minutes, fifty-one 
seconds. The jb worked ‘stiffly. Target record 
Cm No. 1. 

IV. Arm tested for endurance. 

First 100 rounds: the seventy-eighth cartridge would not enter 
the chamber; the ball and patch having been greased, the firing 
‘was resumed ; dispersion of balls, 31 by 18 inches. 

Second 100" rounds: ~— of balls, 19 by 21 inches; seven 

‘ailed to 
100 rounds : A nine minutes, thirty seconds ; dispersion 
of balls, 24 by 23 inches. 

Fourth 100 rounds: time, six minutes, fifty seconds; five car- 

failed to ignite ; dispersion of balla, 21 by 25 inches. 

Fifth 100 rounds: time, seven miuutes; eight cartridges failed to 


No signs of wear or weakness in any of ‘its parts; barrel slightly 
fouled: no leading. 

Arm was exposed, as prescribed in the fifth test, from April 19 to 
April 23, and only two hundred and eighty shots were fired, owing 
to the lever catch spring having been broken; no other signs of 
—— 


dispersion of 





was subjected to the rand test (the lever catch spring 
being kept ae position by a wooden wedge); it worked quite stiffly 
at first; sand was found in the breech mechanism as far back as 
the trigger. 
VII. Arm subjected to the salt-water test, ‘and was rusty; it 
worked stiffiy ; no additional signs of weakness. 
VIII. Arm fired with defective cartridges (the broken spring hav- 
been replace.j); escape of gas below the breech-block from the 
and sixth cartric ge; piece uninjured. 
1x. RS sultemnenaneaet Te with increased charges; piece unin- 
jured. 


THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Taz Turrp Brigapgs, First Division, Court or AP- 
PEALS.—Brigadier-General Varian, with characteristic len- 
iency, has undertaken to review the court-martial cases of 
those members of his brigade who have appealed to him, and 


in General Orders announces the result as follows: The ap- 
peal of private W. F. Morgan, Company H, Seventh regi- 
ment, is sustained, and the fine imposed by the court is 
remitted ; in the case of Private A. R. Walsh, Jr., Company 
H, Seventh regiment, the fine imposed by the court is re- 
duced from fifteen to Sve dollars; in the case of Private J. 
F. Bernnis, Company A, Ninth regiment, the fine imposed 
by the court is reduced from twenty-five to five dollars; in 
the case of Private M. A. Bettman, Company B, Ninth regi- 
ment, the fines imposed by the court are reduced from 
eighty-five to fifty-five dollars ; in the case of Private Jerome 
R. Bernheimer, Company B, Ninth regiment, the fines im- 
posed by the court, are reduced from forty-three to thirty- 
four dollars; in the case of Private John G. Lanning, Com- 
pany F, Ninth regiment, the fines impozed by the court are 
redaced from forty to thirty-two dollars and fifty cents; in 
the case of Private Frederick Hautau, Company G, Ninth 
regiment, the fine imposed by the court is reduced from 
twenty-five to ten dollars; in the case of Private E. Smith, 
Company E, Ninth regiment, the fines imposed by the court 
for the delinquencies of July 16 and 20, 1871, are remitted ; 
the appeal of Private F. F. Curtis, Company B, Ninth 
regiment, is disapproved; {the appeal of ,private Albert 
Berthoud, Company C, Ninth regiment, is dismissed; the 
appeal of Private Thomas H. Thomson, Company I, Nintb 
regiment, is dismissed. 

That there was a real necessity for this court, the above 
decisions show most clearly. They likewise show that 
regimental courts are to a greater or less degree remiss in 
their duties. Every delinquent is entitled to as fair a chance 
as possible to plead his excuse, and the court should exercise 
the utmost discretion in{imposing fines. Fines should not be 
allowed to accumulate, as they do in almost every command, 
until it is impossible for the men to pay them without dis- 
tress to themselves and an injury to the service. The courts 
should hold their sessions more frequently, and delinquents 
who fail to meet the requirements of the law should be made 
to pay then and there or suffer the inevitable consequence. 
Delinquents having fines against them of fifty or a hundred 
dollars are not the kind of soldiers the State wants. Even 
if the fines are finally paid, these members never forget it, 
and serve only with the spirit of drones, looking the while 
most anziousiy toward the end or expiration of their term of 


qulitment. 


Forty-sevents Inrantry.—At the regular meeting of the 

board of officers of this command on Monday evening, Col. D. 
KE. Austen, the regiment’s capable o der, tendered his 
resignation, to the astonishment of every member thereof. 
Colonel Austen intimated that the action had long been 
contemplated, which, to our knowledge by the way, is cor- 
rect, and that it was better to leave the regiment now when 
it was in a more flourishing condition than at any other time. 
Culonel Austen has his faults—and who has not; yet no one 
can deny his ability, spirit, and pride in the regiment which 
he commands. Through his exertions the regiment has led 
the majority of its compeers of the division, if not them all, 
and to-day stands forth having few equals, materially or 
otherwise, in the National Guard. Yet Colonel Austen, it 
seems, has been unwilling to stop even here, and has recently 
influenced the organization of two new companies (the regi- 
ment has but eight), one of which we learn will be mustered 
in the 15thof next month. Yet while all this was in pro- 
gress, Colonel Austen resigns at the moment the regiment 
could least spare him. While we would recommend at all 
times long-contemplated resignations to take place in the 
midst of popularity and prosperity, we, however, feel con- 
strained to assert that the time is not yet ripe in the instance 
of Colonel Austen. That the regiment needs his aid, this 
winter at least, is evident to every member, and then, 
should he deem it expedient to relinquish his command, the 
regiment would be more prepared to accept the situation. 
On Wednesday evening the regiment assembled in full 
dress for drill at its armory, Brooklyn, E.D. The attendance 
was large for the regiment, parading over 300 strong, and 
presenting an unusual fine appearance. Colonel Austen, 
after assuming command, divided the battalion, the right 
and left wings drilling alternately, under the respective com- 
mands of Lieutenant-Colonel Orton and Major Rogers. The 
limited space, together with a numerous assemblage of spec- 
taters, interfered to a degree with the movements of the 
troops. The wings, however, showed improvement in steadi- 
ness, and the drill, which was confined mainly to the first 
four parts of the school of the battalion was most satisfactory 
to all concerned. The errors were few and pardonable un- 
der the circumstances, the wings having had but one 
rehearsal drill for this full dress exhibition. There was a 
little competition between, not only the wings of the regi- 
ment, but also as to the superiority of ability of the officers 
in command. The Lieutenant-Colonel handled his wing 
with marked precision and care ; but while giving evidence 
of ability, exhibited timidity of spirit and characteristic 
modesty. The Major, on the contrary, gave his commands 
with unusual spirit and marked correctness, displaying a 
thorough knowledge of the tactics. His commands, how- 
ever, were of too great rapidity, one execution following be- 
fore the one previously ordered had been fairly performed, 
allowing no opportunity for correction of errors. This is 
the Major’s only and serious fault when in command. 

Many officers of the two divisions were present, including 
Major-General Woodward of the Second, and every one 
seemed pleased with the conduct of the regiment and its 
officers during the drill. At a special meeting convened 
after the close of the drill, the officers unanimously requested 
Colonel Austin to reconsider his resignation, and this officer 
finally concluded to let the matter remain in abeyance 
until the first of; next month, when he will inform the 
officers of his decision. 





TaHirteENTH Inrantry.—This command held its first 
battalion drill at the Brooklyn Arsenal on Monday evening. 
The night was exceedingly unpleasant, a snow storm pre- 
vailing, yet the attendance was fair, the battalion parading 
for drill six commands of ten files. The companies compris- 
ing the right wing which formed the battalion were B, I,” E, 
G, and A, Lieutenant-Colonel Briggs commanding, assisted 
by Adjutant Richards. The movements were the more sim- 
ple portions of the school of the battalion, and executed, 
everything considered, with fair precision. Despite every 
precaution, however, on the part of the battalion command- 
er, some serious blunders occurred during the dril!, which 
marred its effectiveness, and exhibited carelessnegs on the 
part of officers. The menin the fore part of the drill were 
a little unsteady, but continuous marchings in column of 
fours tended to overcome this, so that toward the close more 
general attention was displayed, and the drill, as a whole, 
became more satisfactory. Colonel Briggs until now has 
merely acted in the capacity of an assistant at these drills, 
but onthis evening it was made manifest that he had the 
ability to command. Colonel ‘‘Phil’s” mode of giving 
instructions, however, is a little modest, but this, we pre- 
sume, is the fault of his recent accession to command of the 
regiment, and will be overcome by a few drills. The left 
wing, comprising companies C, D, H, and F assembled at 
the Arsenal on Thursday evening for drill. 


REARMAMENT IN MASSACHUSETTS.,—As we go to press an 
official board, at the head of which is General Cunningham, 
is prosecuting experiments with the different systems of 
breech-loaders, at the grounds of the United States Cartridge 
Company in Lowell. The circular issued to owners and 
patentees of small arms, states that the trial will commence 
on Thursday, December 21, and continue until all are satis- 
fied. Butone entry will be allowed of each system. The 
consideration of a rearmament has been practically before 
the militia authorities of the Bay State for some four 
months. 





The entries at the present trial will be considerably more 


numerous than at the one which came off in the suburbs of 
Boston in November, and ‘representatives of different sys- 
tems will have reason to congratulate themselves at least on 
the strength of their inventions, if they come out of the 
tests to which they will be subjected even partially sound. 
For the benefit of the Massachusetts board, we suggest that 
ifthe competitors offer, asthey did in the New York trial, a 
joint recognition of fairness and honesty on the part of the 
officizls, it be accepted at once. Let the trial be exhaustive- 
ly severe, so that no capability of an arm or exigency of actual 
service is disregarded ; and let every competitor be asked 
for an expression of his satisfaction. Had this expression, 
proffered to Generals McQuade and Stonehouse, been accept- 
ed by them, much, if not all, of the verbiage and acerbity 
which have been developed since the determination of the 
breech-loading question in New York, would have been 
spared the public, and the readers of the militia columns in 
the secular press. § The Massachusetts Commission will do 
itself a service by adopting our advice. 


Twenty-sEconD INrANTRY.—Drills by company are zeal- 
ously continued in this command ; but the Twenty-second, 
like other regiments, experiences great difficulty in obtain- 
ing full attendance on these occasions. Colonel Porter and 
the officers have at present under consideration some mea- 
sures for correcting this universal drawback to regimental 
progress, and we trust they will succeed. It will be remem- 
bered, Colonel Porter last season introduced the novel sys- 
tem of a regimental recruit class or company, whereby every 
recruit underwent a similar and uniform instruction. Com- 
pany squad-drills have since been abolished; and the recruit 
company, under the charge of Adjutant Harding, numbers 
now, we learn, nearly one hundred, necessitating a division 
into three sections, each under the immediate charge of a 
competent non-commissioned officer, and the whole under 
the supervision of the adjutant. It has been found that 
this system works exceedingly well, the recruits taking 
more interest and advancing more rapidly than under the 
old and still general system of company squad-drills. In 
this class perfection ,alone is the rule of advancement; and 
it is stated that many a momber is remanded to his com- 
pany far more perfect and uniform in his drill than the ma- 
jority of his comrades of the company. This speaks volumes 
for Adjutant Harding, without being any direct reflection on 
any of the company‘commanders, who, in consequence of an 
ununiform attendance, find it difficult to perfecttheir com- 
panies as desired. 

The regimental ball, next month, at the Academy of 
Music, like that of last season, will be of a subscription- 
character, which, after all, is the only true way of conduct- 
ing these affairs. The Twenty-second is sufficiently versed 
in social affairs for us to guarantee an undoubted success for 
this its annual reception. 

The committee of regimental officers are rapidly complet- 
ing arrangements for a system of rifle practice in the regi- 
mental armory, and matters in that direction look well for 
the progress of the regiment. The Twenty-second, in per- 
fection of drill, etc., is fast creeping on the Seventh; it 
however lacks age and numbers. Its colonel, however, is 
all right, as is also its executive officer—two very important 
adjuncts of any command. 

Norwics, Vermont, Untversity.—Governor Stewart has 
commissioned, upon the recommendation of the Professor of 
Military Science, Captain C. A. Curtis, U. 8S. Army, Cadet 
Francis ,Z. Kimball, Northfield Vt., captain of Company F, 
Norwich University Corps of Cadets; Cadet Stephen Hi. 
Campbell, Woodstock, Va., second lieutenant same com- 
pany ; Cadet Charles G@. Griffith, Brooklyn, N. Y., first lieu- 
tenant Second Section Light Battery of Artillery; Cadet 
Samuel D. Conant, second lieutenant same section. 

Tue First Division Rerport.—We have received from 
First division headquarters a copy of Major-General Shaler’s 
annual report, as transmitted to the Adjutant-General of the 
State, in accordance with the requirements of the regulations. 
The report, which we append, reviews briefly the doings of 
the First division, noting its immediate necessities, and re~< 
iterating suggestions made in former reports. The intro- 
duction of the Mitrailleuse or Gatling gun as a useful arm of 
the service is again recommended by the division commander, 
and in this opinion we fully concur. The inferior condition 
of the First division battery armories is likewise justly al- 
luded to, as also that of those of several of the infantry com= 
mands of the division. Any one visiting these armories 
would be astonished to find that these commands hold 
together, under the circumstances. Yet, we presume the 
owners of these dilapidated buildings are still receiving the 
rentals of Tammany times. The Commander-in-Chief should 
investigate these matters, and see that our self-sacrificing 
National Guard is better cared for in this regard. Give the 
members comfortable armories for drill and meeting purposes, 
and the grumblers would be few, and efficiency increased. 
The introduction of breech-loaders, and the proposed parade 
ground, are points briefly touchec upon in the report, though 
we fear the latter will require to be resuscitated in the Legis- 
lature before any action will be taken in regard to it. It is 
true the bill passed, and the appropriation was ordered, but 
unfortunately never allowed, if we are correctly informed. 
We trust the Commander-in-Chief will give this important 
subject due consideration, and urge the completion of action. 
The subject of rifle-practice“in the First division, by an 
apparent oversight, has been unfortunately omitted in the 
report. This, however, may be deemed more an error of 
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omission than commission on the part of General Shaler. 
The division, the Adjutant-General, and the National Guard 
generally, are thoroughly alive to its importance, and ere 
long the National Rifle Association will become the main 
reliance of the State service. With these introductory 
remarks we submit the report to the consideration of our 


readers : 
HeapQuarTenrs First Division N. G. 8. N. ed | 
New York, December 1, 1871. 
Major-General Franklin Townsend, Adjutant-General State of New 
York : 

GeNERAL: In accordance with paragraph 528, General Regula- 
tions, L have the honor to report that, during the year ending with 
this date, the following parades and meetings for instruction have 
been made and held pursuant to orders from these headquarters: 
July 4, 1871, division parade and review ; October 17, 1871, meeting 
for instruction ; November 21, 1871, parade of all the infantry, and 
one troop of cavalry. a3 

In addition to the above parades, etc.. the services of the division 
have been called for, in support of the civil authorities, on two oc- 
casions, viz.: The whole division was under arms from early in the 
morning of the 12th July until the morning of the 13th, during 


which time part of the troops were in active service, in quelling the 
riots in the upper part of the city, a detailed report of which was 
made to General Headquarters on the 19th July. On November 7 


four regiments were under arms at their armories, ready to support 
the police authorities, from 6 a. M. until 10:30 P. m., but their active 
services were not called for. 

1 feel impelled to take advantage of this opportunity to call at- 
tention of the Commander-in-Chief again to the propriety of arm- 
ing one of the foot-batteries of this division with the Mitratlleuse. 
I made this suggestion in my last annual report, and repeated it in 
a communication of the 16th November. This very desirable im- 
provement could be accomplished at no great expense, and would 
be an advance in keeping with the same spirit that prompted the 
arming of the infantry with breech-loading weapons. 

During the past year great dissatisfaction has been expressed by 
some organizations of the division at the condition of their armvu- 
ries, which in some cases are so miserable as to be entirely unfit to 
drill the smallest bodies of men. To call this demoralizing is but 
feeble description. Despite the great exertions of the officers, it is 
searcely possible to maintain proper esprit de corps. The effect is 
ruinous to the organizations. ‘I'‘woor three regiments could have 
during last winter only such drills as the accommodation of the 
State Arsenal afforded, their armories being worthless for drill pur- 
poses, and but ordinary storing-places for arms. 

The armories now occupied by the Fifth, Eighth, Eleventh, Sixty- 
ninth, and Hight y-fourth regiments are in very bad condition. ‘The 
city arsenal, corner of White and Elm streets, is used as quarters for 
all the batteries. It is entirely unfit for the storage of the guns, 
carriages, and harness. In cold or stormy weather no drills can be 
held there. 

The long-deserved encouragement which the National Guard met 


with from the last Legislature, in the direction of new and im- 
proved arms, and a parade ground, gives me reason to hope that the 
suggestions now made to his Exceliency, the Commander-in-Chief, 
will meet with just consideration. Very respectfully yours, 
(Signed ALEXANDER SHALER, Major-General. 


Tue Vermont CnAmpions.—Our remarks in the last num- 
ber of the JournAt on company championship, and the pub- 
lication of the Norwich University Cadets’ challenge, has 
brought forth the following letter of explanation from Cap. 
tain Curtis, U. S. Army, the commandani and military in- 
structor at the University. It will be observed that the 
captain fully comprehends our remarks, and takes none of 
them as a reflection on his action in issuing the published 
challenge. Of course, we and the readers of the JourNAL 
understand that an officer of the Regular service, or any good 
soldier, would never descend to petty military challenge of a 
base-ball character, nor did we intend any such inference 
in our remarks last week. The following is the captain’s 
letter ; 


the entrance, to salute the honored guest as he came forth, 

bat the right of the line was not far enough advanced; the 

colors therefore were a whole company’s length to the left 

when he appeared, so the customary salute was impossible. 

The carriages for the guests were not assigned to their proper 

position, but were sent down Beacon street, and the band 

and the two companies on the right were left to straggle down 

between the carriages and the left of the line, which was 
held by the second officer, who brought them in proper 
position at last, in the absence of any orders from the officer 
in command of the battalion. The whole proceeding was 
unmilitary and mortifying to those who like to see things 
done as they should be on an occasion the like of which may 
never occur again in Boston. Finally all things were righted 
and the escort left for Cambridge, nothing of note taking 
place on the way, except that none of the orders given by 
the officer in command were directed to the proper channel, 

and the officer commanding one-half the escort (two compa- 
nies) was left to grope his way as best he might unenlight- 
ened by the wisdom of his superior officer. From Cambridge 
the party went to the Navy-yard, where a parting salute 
should have been given by the battalion, which was drawn 
up in line to the Duke as he entered the Navy-yard, but the 
commanding officer took the two right companies and gal- 
loped off to the square, a mile distant, at the request or dic- 
tation of some town committee, leaving the second officer 
with his two companies, and the carriages to dispose of 
matters as best they might. It was clearly the right of the 
commanding officer to conduct his escort to the full extent 
of military etiquette, but it seems by yielding to outside 
dictation some stray marshal deprived the splendid cavalry 
escort from according the full military honors to the distin- 
guished visitor which it had been their pride and hope to 
have done. Such blunderings have caused a good deal of 
talk among military men, and where the blame lies is eagerly 
asked by many who were eye witnesses to theze facts.’’ 


Tue UnpeKkant Court.—We append General Orders from 
First division headquarters publishing the proceedings and 
findings of a court-martial convened for the trial of Lieuten- 
ant—Colonel Unbekant of the Eleventh Infantry, and with 
the approval thereof by Major-General Shaler. This case 
has excited some attention in the division, particularly among 
those who knew the unfriendly relationship between the ac- 


the court, however, while absurd in point of fact, are not 
more absurd than the charges aud specifications themselves 
when properly viewed. The publication of this ordertis the 
execution of the sentence according to the decision of the 
court, a penalty which we imagine can very well be borne 
by the accused. The division commander, under the circum- 
stances, could do nothing more than approve of the findings 
of the court, and to his action we fina no objection. It is 
our opinion, upon a careful perusal of the charges and speci- 
fications, that they should have been immediately dismissed 
on the ground of their unmilitary nature, and the impossi- 
bility of convicting any officer thereunder. The General Or- 
ders, however, which we give, will allow our readers to judge 





December 18, 1871. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: In your issue of December 16, under the head of 
National Guard, you make some very just reflections upon 
self. constituted champions. 

In explanation of my challenge, I will say that Company 
F of the Norwich University Corps of Cadets is, by special 
enactinent of the Vermont Legislature, attached to che 
Second regiment of Infantry, State militia, and artillery, 
section second, is in the same manner attached to the artil- 
lery of the State. 

At the muster of the First regiment of the Vermont In- 
fantry at Richmond last fall your correspondent was one of 
@ committee of three which awarded the championship of 
that regiment to Captain Cronan’s company (A) of Burliog- 
ton. When the proposition was made to the officers of the 
First that, in the event of the cadets securing the champion- 
ship of the Second, they should be allowed to compete for 
the flag awarded Captain Cronan, they demurred upon the 
ground that the opportunities of the cadets for drill were so 
much greater than their own companies, that it would be 
manifestly unfair to admit them to a competitive drill. 

At the muster of Second, some weeks later than the First, 
when the officers were talking of procuring a champion flag 
to be awarded to the best drilled company next year, they 
told me that they could not do so unless the cadets were left 
out, because the men would make no exertion to drill against 
an organization so much their superior. When I reported 
this to my command after a drill much dissatisfaction arose, 
and to allay it I made the challenge which you have criti- 
cised. 

Not only are two companies of the cadets attached to the 
Vermont militia and paid as such, but the Adjutant-General 
of the U.S. Army authorized your correspondent to accept 
the coloneley of the regiment to which they are attached. 
Very respectfully your obedient servant, 

Cuar.es A. Curtis, Brevet Captain U. 8. A. 


Norwica University, Norturiecp, Me rd 


Boston’s Cavatry Escort to THe Granp DuKke.—We 
have received from a Boston correspondent some criticisms 
on the ‘conduct of the cavalry battalion which acted as 
escort on the day (Friday, the 8th inst.) that Alexis, the 
Russian Prince, was received by the State authorities. This 
battalionis one of the finest ia the country, and on such an 
occasion the most careful attention should have been given 
to military etiquette and propriety. Instead of this, no at- 
tempt, it appears, was made to inform the junior officers of 
their duties, and such was the evident blundering tbat it 
attracted public notice, and the comments of the Boston 
press. Our correspondent writes: “ The escort was tendered 
by the cavalry battalion of four companies, which were 
drawn up before the State House, the temporary abiding- 
place of the Grand Duke. The colors, which were in charge 
of Company D, should have been immediately in front of 





or themselves: 
Heapqvartens First Division N. G. 8. N. Y., 2 
New York, December 19,1871. § 
General Orders No. 14. 

I. Ata General Court-martial which convened at headquarters of 
the Second brigade, Irving Hall, city of New York, pursuant to 
General Orders No, 8, current series, from these headquarters, and 
of which Brigadier-General Wm. G. Ward, First brigade, is presi- 
dent, was arraigned and tried Lieutenant-Colonel Frederick Unbe- 
kant, Eleventh regiment, Second brigade, First division, N. G. 8. 
N. Y., on the following charges and specifications : 

Charge J.— Disobedience of orders. 

Sp2cification First.—In this, that he, the said Lieutenant-Colonel 
Frederick Unbekant, commanding Eleventh regiment, Second bri- 
gade, First division, N. G. 8. N. Y., being in command of said regi- 
ment, and being ordered by Brigadier-Gereral Augustus Funk, 
commanding Second brigade First division, N. G. 8. N. Y., by Gen- 
eral Orders No. 10, from said headquarters, to transmit one copy of 
the muster rolls of each esmpany of his command to Major Ww Cc 
Dickel, brigade inspectcr, on or before the 28th day of September, 
1871, and four copies to the brigade inspector one week before the 
time appointed tor inspection, did refuse to obey, and did disobey 
the said orders so given by said Brigadier-General Augustus Funk, 
as aforesaid. 

Epecification Second.—In this, that he, the said Lieutenant- 
Colonel Frederick Unbekant, commanding the aforesaid regiment, 
being in command of said regiment, and being ordered by Briga- 
dier-General Augustus Funk, commanding the aforesaid brigade, 
by General Urders No. 10, from saii headquarters, to furnish said 
headquarters with a compiete roster of the tield. staff, and company 
officers of his command, oa or before the Ist day of October, 1871, 
did refuse toobey, and did disobey the said orders so given by said 
Brigadier-General Augustus Funk, as aforesaid. 

Charge I1.—Disrespect to his superior officers. 

Specefication First.—In this, that he, the said Lieutenant-Colonel 
Frenerick Unbekant, commanding Eleventh regiment N. G. 8. N. 
Y., did, on the evening of Friday, September 29, 1871, in a public 
bar-room in the city of New York, before citizens and others, use 
ianguage of great disrespect, and unbecoming an officer, toward his 
superior aud commanding officer, to wit: *‘ General Shaler is not 
fitted or competent to command a regiment, or march a regiment 
around acorner,” or words to that effect, and other remarks of like 
improper nature. . 

Specification Second.—In th's, that he, the said Lieutenant- 
Colonel Frederick Unbekant, commanding th? af resaid. regiment 
did, on the evening of Friday, September 29, 1871, in a public bar- 
room in the city of New York, before citizens and others, say 
** General Funk (meaning his superior and commanding officer) isa 
liar.” 

Specification Third.—In this, that he, the said Lieutenant-Colonel 
Unbekant, commanding the aforesaid regiment, did, when asked 
for a receipt for a Special Order from the headquarters aforesaid, on 
or about September 30, 1871, throw his pen upon the floor, and in 
low and contemptuous language, say, ‘‘I have no time to bother 
with this; I have my business to attend to,” or words to that effect. 
Specification Fourth.—In this, that he, the said Lieutenant- 
Colonel Frederick Unbekant, commanding the aforesaid regiment, 
did, onor sbout the 26th day of August, 1871, transmit his tender of 
resignation to the headquarters of the Second brigade, First divi- 
sion, N. G. 8. N. Y., without submitting it to his commanding officer, 
Brigadier-General Augustus Funk, at that time commanding Elev- 
enth regiment NG.S.N.Y. _ 

Charge I11.—Conduct prejudicial to good order and discipline. 
Specification First.—In this, that he, the said Lieutenant-Colonel 
Frederick Unbekant, commanding the aforesaid regiment, did, on 
or about August 26, 1871, transmit his tender of resignation to the 
headquarteis of the Second brigade N. G. 8. N. Y., with a certificate 


which had been used a year prior and then withdrawn. 
Specification Second. —In this, that he, the said Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Frederick Unbekant, commanding the aforesaid regiment, did, 
on or about August 26, 1871, transmit his tender of resignation 





G. 8. N. Y., said resignation hoving been used, and transmit d te 
the aforesaid headquarters, and withdrawn ee 
To which charges and specifications the pleaded as fol- 
ows: 
To the first specification, first charge, ‘‘ Not guilty.” 
To the steonid specification, first charge, “ Not guilty.” 
To the tirst charge, ‘ Not guilty.” 
To the first specification, second charge, ‘‘ Demurs.” 
‘To the second specification, second , ** Demurs.”* 
To the third specification, second charge, “‘ Demurs.” 
To the fourth specification, second Fp ol * Demurs.” 

To the second charge, ** Not gui , 

To the first specification, third charge, ‘* Not guilty.” - 
‘Ta the second specification, third o— “ Not guilty.” 

To the third charge, “ Not guilty.” 

Findings of the Cuurt.—Of the first specification, first charge, 
‘* Guilty,” except as to the words “ did refuse to obey,” and of these 
words, “ Not,guilty.” The court, however, attach no criminality to 
the disobedience, it onpening that the accused attempted to com- 
ply with the order, but was hindered by the imperfect condition of 
the records of the a, for which he, having but recently come 
into command, should not be held accountable. 

Of the second specification, first charge, ‘‘ Guilty,” except as to 
the words ‘ did retuse to obey,” and of these words “ Not guilty.” 

Of the first charge, “ Guilty.” 

Of the first specification, second charge, ‘* Not genet 
Of the second specification, second cha “ Not guil'y.” 
Of the third specification, second charze, ** Not en. 
Of the fourth specification, second charge, “ Not guilty.” 

Of the second ag on “ Not guilty,” 

Of the first specification, third charge, ‘‘ Not guilty.” 
Of the second specification, third charge, ‘“‘ Not guilty.” 

Ot the third charge, “ Not guilty.” 
Sentence.—The court does therefore sentence him, the said Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Frederick Unbekant, Eleventh Regiment, Second 
Brigade, First Division of the National Guard of the State of New 
York—“ To be reprimanded in General Orders by the publication 
of this sentence.” 

Il. The proceedings in the foregoing case are approved, and the 
sentence is hereby confirmed. 
Ilf. Lieutenant-Colonel Frederick Unbekant, Eleventh Regi- 
ment, Second Brigade, is hereby released from arrest, and ordered 
to report for duty. 
By order of Major-General Alexander Shaler. 
Wa. Ti. CaesesrouGn, Colonel, A. A. @. and Chief of Staff. 


Various Irems.—The ‘‘ Fisk Guard,’’ Company K, Ninth 
Infantry, meet at the regimental armory on Friday, the 
22d inst., at 8o’clockp. m. This willfalso be considered 
the monthly meeting for December, as the fourth Monday is 
Christmas day, The commandant, Captain Spencer, calls 
the attention of the members to the smal! attendance at 
drills, and earnestly requests that every man will consider 
Wednesday evening a standing engagement to be present at 
the drill, and govern himself accordingly......There are but 
three regiments in the Vermont militia, and one battalion of 
artillery. The third is not organized as yet......Captain Jas. 
F. Keegan, orator, composer, comic poet, late private of the 
Ninth, and resident of West Point, has temporarily deserted 
politics for the more lucrative field of the lecture-room. One 
stormy evening of last week this celebrated gentleman de- 
livered at Lyric Hall his first lecture, with ‘* France”’ as his 
subject, to a small, but, in the words of the orator, very 
select assemblage, with undoubted credit to himeelf...... 


cused and the Second brigade commander. The findings of | Sergeant Henry Miller was elected second lieutenant of Com- 


pany D, Thirty-second Isfantry. The regimental ball of 
this command will take place at the armory on the 25th of 
March. The ‘‘Roehr Guards,’? Company F, will entertain 
their friends on the 8th of January at the Tarn Halle; and 
Companies A and B, conjointly, give an entertainment on 
the 11th of Mareh......The resignation of Colonel Bendix of 
the Fifth Infantry having gone forward, the officers are 
now looking anxiously for his successor. Lieutenant-Col. 
onel Kreuger is competent, which fact alone should be a 
guarantee of promotion. We presume, however, the regiment 
will fall back on some prominent German of the National 
Guard or late Volunteer Army. General Bendix, during his 
administration has endeavored to advance the interest of 
the command; but the Fifth, nevertheless, before this had 
began to retrograde to a degree beyond the readjustment 
of this officer. Members who in former times never thought 
of ‘‘takiog up’’ discharges, have within the past few years 
retired, and the men, to a greater or less extent, have ap- 
= for a discharge as soon as their terms have expired. 
his, we all know, is not the old spirit of the Fifth, May 
a reaction soon show itself, is our wish....Company A, 
Twenty-second:[nfan:ry, hold an election for captain on the 
17th of January. The election was postponed in order to 
enable the company to make choice of and appoint 2 commit- 
tee to hunt up a candidate. The caucus will be held on 
January 3. Captain Besson was formerly commandant- 





OUT-OF-TOWN ITEMS. 


Marriann.—Fi/th Infantry.—A correspondent’ of the 
Philadelphia Iepublic writes as follows relative to this well- 
known command: 

On Tuesday, December 5, a battalion of two companies (H 
and C) of the Fifth regiment, under the command of Colonel 
H. D. Loney, paraded through a number of the streets of 
this city. ‘The officers and men appeared in their new uni- 
forms, which were greatly admired by all who saw them for 
their fine finish and soldierly character. They are made of 
cadet cloth, of the finest quality, close fitting and handsomely 
trimmed with gold embroidery and braid. The trousers of 
the line officers and wen have a broad black stripe, and 
those of the field a broad gold stripe. A much larger number, 
it was expected, would have paraded, but the uniforms could 
not be had intime. In the course of the next two months 
another parade will take place, when the whole regiment 
will participate, as the orders are going forward ly to 
the manufacturers. The grand assembly, to which all the 
young ladies of the city, and many of the matrons, too, look 
forward with so much interest and so many pleasant antici- 
pations, always sure to be fully gratified in the case of the 
Fifth, will come off on the 9th of January prox., at the Ma~ 
sonic Temple, the present temporary armory being too small 
for the purpose. 

During the next spring tho regiment will occupy the new 
and splendid armory now in course of erection, when a very 
large accersion to its ranks is anticipated. The men will by 
that time be completely equipped and supplied with new 
uniforms, and with new zeal awakened by the brighter anti- 
cipations ard enlarged drill-room and faller ranks will be 
able to compete in any respect or at any time with any simi- 
lar organization in the country. 

The citizens of Baltimore are justly proud of their splendid 
corps, and by their liberal encouragement assist in enabling 
the regiment to maintain its exalted position. 

The attendance upon drills for some time past has been 
quite ‘‘thin,’’ which has induced Colonel Jenkins to issue 
General Orders No. 11. Wing drills have been instituted, a 
board appointed to examine candidates for 

and non-commissioned officers, which requires the applieant 


of non-indebtedness from the commissary-general of ordnance, | to answer satisfactorily to the board any questions demanded 
in reference to the duties of his respective position. 


Schools for theoretical instruction in battalion drill will be 


held d the winter months, which all 





with altered dates, to the headquarters of the Second brigade, N. | officers will be required to attend. 
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CHANGES IN THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Gewerat Heapquarrens State or New Yor, 
ApsuTantT-Genesa’s Orrice, ALBANY, Dec. 1, 1871. 

Tue following-named officers have been commissioned in the 
National Guard State of New York duringgthe month of Novem- 
ber, 1871 : 

Seventy-ninth Battalion of Infantry—Wm. A. Devon, captain, 
with rank from October 13, original vacancy; Chas. T. Pine, first 
lieutenant, with rank from October 13, original vacancy ; George 
W. Smith, second lieutenant, with rank from October )3, original 
vacancy ; Alexander Croall, captain, with rank from October 12, 
vice Alex. Croall, resigned; William Manson, first lieutenant, with 
rank from October 18, vice Wm. Lindsay, promoted; Alex. L. 

rd, second lieutenant, with rank from October 18, vice P. L. 


Buchanan, resigned. 

Eighty-fourth Infantry—Wm. H. Head, first lieutenont, with 
rank from tem 29, vice Wm. Bruce, resigned; Henry B. 
Douglas, second lieutenant, with rank from September 29, vice 
Wm. H. Head, promoted; Ralph Archbold, second lieutenant, 
with rank grom November 10, vice A. Patterson, resigned. 

Ninety-sixth Infantry—Wm. Buchman, captain, with rank from 

em 29, vice Wm. Hinckel, resigned; Nicholas Burkhardt, 
second gaa with rank from September 29, vice Frederick 


Ricke, resigned. ; 
Battalion of Artillery, Twenty-fifth Prigade.—Joseph Erbelding, 
major, with rank from November 21, vice M. K. Quinn, commission 
vacated, 
RESIGNATIONS, 


The following resignations of officers'in the National Guard 
State of New York have been accepted during the same period: 


First Cavalry—Edward Hauser, cecond lieutenant, November 9. 

Squadron of Cavalry, Ninth Brigade—Joseph Anker, second lieu- 
tenant, November 21. 

Ninth Brizgade—George H. Treadwell, inspector, November 1; D. 
A. Teller, ordnance vflicer, November 9. 

Thirteenth Brigade—David M. Kittle, assistant adjutant-general, 
November 20. 

Nineteenth Battalion of Infantry—A. H. McMeekin, captain, 
November 16. 

Twenty-sixth Battalion of Infantry—Adrian O. Springer, first 
lieutenant, November 17. 

Tenth Infantry—Wm. E. Fitch, adjutant, November 15. 

Eleventh Infantry—George Strippe!, captain, November 17. 

Twelfth Infantry—Edward Wood, second lieutenant, November 9. 

Twenty-second Infantry—Wm. C. Besson, captain, November 9. 

Thirty-second Infantry—Henry Biegen, second lieutenant, No- 


vem! 17. 
Fifty-firs€ Infantry—Gustavus Sniper, colonel, November 25. 
Fifty-fourth Infantry—G. A. Wallace, first lieutenant, Novem- 
ber 13 ; John Burgess, first lieutenant, November 13. 
Sixty-fifth Infantry—Charles Heimerle, first lieutenant, Novem- 
20; Charles Schweigert, adjutant, November 20. 
Sixty-ninth Infantry—Wm. T. Nealis, surgeon, November 9; 
waid N. Laffey, first lieutenant, November 9; Wm. F. Seymour, 
first lieutenant, November 9. 
Seventy-first Infantry—George D. Wolcott, lientenant-colonel, 
November 15; James T. Brinckerhoff, first lieutenant, November 20. 
One Hundred and Third Infantry—Wm. H. Lamb, colonel, No- 
vember 27. 
One Hundred and Sixth Infantry—Wm. H. Manners, second 
lieutenant, November 9. 








GENERAL MARCY’S BORDER REMINISCENCES. 


Messrs. Harper and Brothers have gathered together 
in a neat volume the border reminiscences with which 
General Randolph B. Marcy has been for some time en- 
tertaining the readers of their magazine. These remin- 
iscences have already attracted the attention of Army 
men, to whom General Marcy has before made himself 
known as the author of “ The Prairie Traveller,” “.Thirty 
Years of Army Life on the Border,” and other works of 
similar character, which have long been popular with 
the general public, as well as in those far-distant border 
camps and settlements, whence their material was chiefly 
drawn. The present work is not at all behind its pre- 
decessors in point of interest. A border soldier himself 
for many years, the author writes with the life and 
piquancy which nothing but actual experience can im- 
part to books of this description. In fact, one merit of 
the book is that all the characters are portraits from real 
life, and all the stories and anecdotes genuine, the ap- 
pearance of caricature resulting, as in some of Dickens's 
best writings, merely from the minute exactness of the 
portraiture. The picture of the “ Major of the Old Reygi- 
me,” for example, who would not for the world tell a 
deliberate lie, but whose brilliant imagination, aided by 
a defective memory, led him into many a high-flown 
Miinchausenism, is a sketch not unworthy of the master- 
hand of the author of “ Pickwick.” 

Among the stories told by the Major was the following: 


VISITING A FARO-BANK. 


During the period that the major remained in New 
Orleans, the pay of the Army was so small, and the pay- 
master so seldom in funds, that the officers for the most 
part were obliged to depend for a subsistence upon the 
slender fare derived from the commisagry’s store. They 
rarely had an opportunity ef indulging in the expensive 
luxuries that the market afforded, unless, perchance, 
(which did not often occur), they received an invitation 
to dine out with some friend who was so fortunate as to 

means aside from his pay. According to his own 
account, an invitation was upon a certain occasion ex- 
tended to himself and his room-mate, a brother officer, 
named Tom , to joina ? officers who were 
to dine with Colonel ghan. They gladly accepied 
the invitation, and went to the dinner, during which the 
wine circulated briskly, and every one seemed to enjoy 
the sumptuous fare which the colonel’s long purse en- 
abled him to spread before his guests. j 

At alate hour, when all were competent to give direct 
evidence as to the superior quality of the wine that had 
been so bountifully supplied by their hospitable host, 
and at a time when some of the guests appeared about 
hing Gem departure, a bottle of champagne was placed 

‘plate, and an intimation given by the colonel 
that he expected every one to finish his bottle before 
leaving the table. The major said he regarded this as a 

mandate, drank off his quota at once, and re- 
tired, with the intention of hurrying to his quarters and 
to bed before he became seriously affected by it. 

n his way, however, he was passing the door of a gam- 
bling saloon, and, having a dollar in his et, he re- 
solved to try his fortune with it, Accordingly he en- 





tered, and placed his money upon a card which won for 
him sisal then, and he in a short time accumulated 
quite a “‘ pile of chips,” and he continued betting, until 
at length the room began to revolve as upon an axis, 
the cards and counters multiplied into many times their 
original numbers, and every thing in the establishment 
seemed to wax dim and misty, and finally he lost all re- 
collection of events, until late on the following morning 
he was awakened by his messmate, Tom . when, 
to his astonishment, he found himself in his own room, 
and suffering from a most excruciating headache. After 
rubbing his eyes and collecting his wandering senses, he 
was informed by his friend that their larder was com- 
pletely exhausted, and, if they were to have any dinner, 
it would be necessary to replenish it, but as for himself, 
he haa no money. The major replied that it was likely 
his finances were in the same condition of depletion, as 
he had paid a visit to the faro-bank, and was somewhat 
oblivious as to the result; but, if there was anything, he 
presumed it would be found in his pockets; whereupon 
his clothes were examined, and, to their utter amaze- 
ment and delight, every pocket of coat, vest, and trow- 
sers was crammed full of doubloons and bank-notes, 
amounting in the aggregate to something like ten 
thousand dollars. 

“ Now, Tom, my boy,” said the major, “as we have 
been roughing it for a good while on commissary tack, I 
propose that you go to market and lay in a good stock of 
luxuries, and from this time out we'll live like gentle- 
men.” Whereupon his friend took money and went in 
quest of the supplies. 

Now Tom, be it known, was himself very fond of his 

grog, and would at any time sooner have dispensed with 
his dinner than his liquor. After he had been absent 
for awhile, the major heard a heavy rumbling noise 
like the rolling of logs across the hall, and, on going to 
the door, found his friend engaged in superintending 
the unloading of barrels from a huge wagon. He was 
in the most exaberant spirits, and rubbing his hands 
together, informed the major, with a most gratified ex- 
pression of countenance, that he had secured a magnifi- 
cent lot of supplies. 
In reply to the. inquiry as to the character of the 
articles purchased, he said there were thirteen barrels of 
whiskey, two hams, and a loaf of bread. He said he would 
have purchased a little coffee and sugar, but he thought 
they did not care about such flummery so long as they 
had a good stock of the substantials of life. 


The Indian freak in which the author and a 
friend personated two celebrated Seminole chiefs, “Jim 
Jumper” and “ Wild Cat,” and succeeded in deluding a 
village into believing that it had been honored with a 
visit from those renowned braves, is also an exceilent 
piece of humorous writing. 

As akind of set-off to the rollicking stories that fill 
the greater part of his book, General Marcy closes with 
a very instructive chapter on the settlement of the 
Northwest, and the rapid development of its vast re- 
sources through immigration during the past forty 
years. Some of the facts grouped together in this chap- 
ter are exceedingly interesting, as showing how the 
great wildernese, which scarcely half a century ago had 
never seen the face of a white settler, has been trans- 
formed into the very garden of the world. Even “as 
late as 1832 it required a month of tiresome travelling 
to make the overland journey fromthe city of New 
York to the remote hamlet of Chicago, which then 





was not as well known to the American public as Sit- 
ka in Alaska is at the present time.” At that time the 
now flourishing State of Wisconsin “ was a wilderness, 
unpeopled save by savages. There was at that time but 
one house between Green Bay and Chicago, that of my 
friend, Solomon Juneau, an Indian trader, upon the spot 
where the beautiful city of Milwaukee now stands, and 
only one log cabin upon the road leading from Chicago to 
Galena, which was at Dixon’s Ferry, on Rock River. 
Not a single white man lived at Fond du lac or Madi- 
son, and, with the exception of a few miners and half- 
breeds in the neighborhood of Mineral Point, Prairie du 
Chien, and Green Bay, I believe, there was then not a 
farmer in Wisconsin. Even as late as 1838 no civilized 
tenement had been erected between Madison and Janes- 
ville, and but three upon that portion of the Mississippi 
River lying between Prairie du Chien and Fort Snel- 
ling.” 

To us, accustomed to hear of the vast resources of the 
Great. West, and of its millions of inhabitants, suck state- 
ments are almost incredible, and only cease to be so 
when we consider the thousands of immigrants who ar- 
rive at our Eastern ports, and spread themselves out 
over the great plains of the West. The part of the sev- 
eral Pacific railroads in the distribution of the immi- 
grant population form the subject of some very interest- 
ing observations; and the facts, so clearly and succinctly 
presented, in regard to the character of the sections 
traversed by the different routes, must be of great practi- 
cal value to people who purpose settling on the Western 
plains and slopes. 

We heartily commend this book to the attention of 
our readers. It fulfills a two-fold mission—to amuse, 
and instruct. The amusement is general and hearty, 
and the instruction of real practical value. It is illus- 
trated with many humorous engravings, We shall 





have further occasion to refer to it. 


contained only about two hundred inhabitants, and | y 


THE showman Barnum has, it seems, found a use for 
the Digger Indian. On Sunday evening last, the hyena 
attached to his menagerie in New York escaped from his 
cage, and made a furious onslaught on the other animals. 
Inthe course of this raid he injured the leopard so that he 
will probably die ; hurt a camel so that it was neccssary 
to kill it, and wound up his career by attacking an ele- 
phant, whom he seriously injured. His hyenaship was 
finally lassoed by the Digger Indian who has been per- 
forming there, and is now barricaded in a strong cage 
lined with iron, from which escape will be impossible. 








LETTERS IN THE NEW YORK POST-OFFICE. 

Tue following is a list of letters remaining in the New York Poste 
office on the dates given. These letters are retained in the New 
York Office for one month from date, after which they are sent to 
the Dead-Letter Office, Washington : 

ARMY. 
DECEMBER 15, 
Hilt, J. L., Captain. 
Holmes, C., Colonel. 
McDaniel, D., Colonel. 
DECEMBER 19, 
Carr, P. C., Captain. | Leland, H. W., Major. 
Greeley, James, Captain. Lilly, Captain. 
Hendrickson, C., Captain. Sloat, T. L., Captain. 
Hilt, J. L., Captain. Wilde, E. A., General. 


Alexander, A. J:, General. 
Dale, W. L., Captain. 








Fort Sanpers, W. T., December 1, 1871. 

Art a meeting of the members of Company H, Ninth Infantry, 
for the purpose of expressing their sorrow for the death of William 
Wilson, late Sergeant of that company, it was 

Resolved, That by the untimely death of our lamented comrade, 
William Wilson, at the ruthless hand of an assassin, the service has 
lost a valuable and trustworthy soldier; our company a just and 
efficient non-commissioned oflicer ; and we, his late comrades, de- 
plore the loss of a valued friend, an honorable comrade, and a man 
—— example of sobriety and upright conduct was worthy of emu- 
ation. 
Resolved, That a copy of these proceedings be published in the 
ARMY AND Navy JoURNAL. 


H N. SQUIRE, 
e No, 91 FULTON STREET, New Yout, 


Is the best place to buy reliable Watches, fine Diamonds, and 
choice Jewelry, and Sterling Silver Ware. 
DIAMONDS A SPECIALTY. 


B. KIDDOO 
e (Brigadier-General U. 8. Army, retired), 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW, 
No. 192 Broapway (Room 15), New York. 


Especial attention given to the legal business of officers of the 
the Army and Navy. 


66-7 INDEN HALL.” 
L Founded 1794. 


MORAVIAN SEMINARY FOR YOUNG LADIES. 
Rev. EuGcene A. Fruvavrr, Principal. 
Litiz, Lancaster county, Pennsyivanra. 
This Institution offers the very best advantages to the daughters 
of Army, Navy and Marine Corps officers, not only for a thorough 
English education, but, also, for instruction in Music, both vocal 
wna instrumental, French, German, Drawing, Painting, etc., etc. 
Upwards of tive thousand young ludies have been educated at this 
seminary (with but one except’e1 the oldest in America) since its 
foundation, more than a quarter of a century ago. 
In writing for Terms a favor will be conferred in mentioning that 
you saw this in the Army ayp Navy JOURNAL. 


( WEN’S MODERN ARTILLERY.—A new work 
Imported and for sale by U. 8. Mruirary Post Liprary As- 
SOCIATION, 58 Browdway, New York city. 
































Orrick ActiInG ComMMIssaRY¥ SUBSISTENCE, : 
WILLET’s Point, N. Y. H., December 3, 1871. 

EALED PROPOSALS, IN DUPLICATE, WILL 

be received at this office until 11 a. m., January 3, 1872, for fur- 

nishing the FRESH BEEF required by the Subsistence Department 

. 8. Army, for officers and men at this statiun, during Five 

months commencing February 1, 1872. A deposit of $100 will be 

required with each proposal us a guarantee of good faith. Informa- 

tion as to conditions, payments, etc., can be obtained by applica- 
tion to CHAS. E, L. B. DAVIS, 

First Lieutenant, Corpsof Engineers, A. C. 8. 


RANSFER.—A FIRST LIEUTENANT OF CAV- 

ALRY (colored), well up on the list, desires to transfer into 
the Artillery. Address + SABRES, care AnMy AnD Navy JourR- 
NAL. 


RANSFER.—A FIRST LIEUTENANT OF AR- 
TILLERY, near the foot of the list, serving at a very pleasant 
poston the Atlantic coast, is very desirous of transferring into a 
Cavalry or Infantry (white) regiment serving on the Plains. Caval- 
ry much preferred. Address JUNIOR, care AnMy 4nD Navy Jovur- 
NAL. 











S. MILITARY POST LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

e Headquarters, 58 Broadway, N. Y. city. Organized fur the 

purpose of assisting in the establishment of Libraries among the 

posts and stationsof the U. 8. Army. Please send for report and 

circular for information. Address JOHN B. KETCHUM, Uorree 
sponding Secretary, etc., as above. 


$2 BILLIARD TABLE — FULL-SIZED 
balls and cues. Quick Rubber Cushions. Very portable. 
egn saies free. ABBOT & NICHOLLS, 95 Liberty street, 








50 A FIRST LIEUTENANT OF INFAN- 

e TRY, ranking from the first part of ’67 will pay the 
foregoing.amount, with ticket from station tostation, fora trans- 
fer with a First Lieutenant of Artillery. Address A. B. C., care Ar- 
My AND Navy JOURNAL. 











MARRIED. 


{Announcements of Marriages should be paid for at the rate of 
fifty cents each.) 





StewarT—SEWALL.—On the 13th inst., at the residence of the 
bride’s poste, Sy View, Old Point Comfort, Va., by the Rev. M. 
- ye Cc =. U. 8. A, yen oo —t i WR 

ourth Artillery, to LIE, youngest daughter of J. M. and A. M. 
Sewall. (No cards.) : 

McNatr—Ciarxke.— December * =. — p Esa erian 
church, Sarat Springs, N. Y., by the Rev. Dr. John ridge, 
Tisutenand Commander A. R. MoNare, U. 8. Navy, to FRANCES, 
youngest daughtér of the late Benedict Clarke, of Saratoga Springs. 


—_— 








DIED. 
Corrix.—In Washington, D. C., on Suaday, December 17, Lorr- 





8a Harnison, wife of Prof. J. H. C. Coffin, U. 8. Navy, aged fiftys 
gx years. 
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